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Monkton Nature Reserve is open 7 days a week from 10am – 5pm. From October 31st we
will be closing at 3pm, until 1st April. Walk the nature trails and have a browse around
our museum and second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying, we are open!

Wildlife Matters at Monkton

We’ve had an odd summer in terms of our weather, with the cold, wind and rain setting
in way too early for my liking. The cooler weather has meant it’s easier to spot lizards,
who have been basking in the open to try and warm themselves through. We snapped
this photo of a lizard who was snoozing on a log on a lazy Saturday afternoon. The start
of the summer held ideal weather for our grass snakes who were often spotted hunting
in the ponds (we even had a film crew attend the Reserve to record them, but more
about that later). Many pond dipping sessions were held through the summer for
schools and the public, and they showed a pond full of life, with impressive numbers of
common and great crested newts, the latter protected by EU law. We had exciting
wildlife news when our sparrowhawks were seen nesting in our aptly named
Sparrowhawk Woods. The pair had been absent from the Woods for a few years but
returned this year and successfully fledged three chicks. We have had an elusive
hedgehog spotted on one of our trail cams, so we are happy to know that our hogs are
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doing well. Volunteers have continued to hold regular bat and moth nights, recording an
array of species, from micro moths to hawk moths, newts, bats and even barn owls.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Introduction of Payments by Card

I’m sure many of you will be pleased to hear that we are in the process of updating our
ability to accept different types of payment options for entrance prices and membership
fees.
We are looking into a system that will finally allow us to accept payments by card. This
will solve a number of issues for us, but will also be much more convenient for our
visitors. It is clear that people are carrying less cash around with them and relying on
card to make payments.
We also intend to introduce a proper 12 months membership scheme starting from
2018. Instead of the rather clumsy calendar year membership scheme we have had up
to now, anyone taking out a membership at any time during the year will get a full 12
months membership pass. This will obviously be more appealing to visitors who,
currently, whilst they may be minded to take out a membership to support us, may have
been put off by the fact that they would only be getting, say, a half-year deal for their
money.
The system will also allow members to easily renew their subscription, if they so wish,
without having to come to the Reserve to do so.
Martin, Assistant Manager

Open Day Success
The sun came out along with lots of visitors for the 2017 Open Day, held on 6 th August.
The main focus this year was on the official opening of the newly refurbished Frenken
Room Museum, which was completed thanks to a grant from The Allan Willett
Foundation (AWF). Councillors, Mayors and individuals who have played a large role
with the involvement of the museum or the Reserve, were invited to attend the opening
as special guests. Kate McCorquodale, representing the AWF, performed the traditional
ribbon cutting ceremony to officially open the museum, along with long standing
member and donor, Mrs Joan Frenken. Both were presented with flowers from the
Trust.
Manager Dave Edgar said ‘It was nice to see so many families enjoying themselves in
the sunshine and taking part in the activities. The new toilet facilities were welcomed
and the refurbished museum is a good addition to what we offer at the Reserve. I would
like to thank all those visitors and volunteers that came along and helped make the day
a success.’
The Frenken Room Museum had been closed for refurbishment since early January
and visitors were excited to see the new display cabinets, lighting, flooring and some
new exhibits, such as mammoth hair and a fragment of an elephant bird egg (the
largest egg ever known to man).
Hundreds of visitors came to enjoy the day of activities, stalls, live music, refreshments
and tombola. There was family pond dipping led by Kashmir, with birds of prey on
display with Alex and the Thanet Beekeepers showing visitors how bee- hives operate.
The Monkton Stargazers opened the observatories for visitors and the Thanet Coastal
Project and RSPB were on-hand to talk about their work. Visitors got to enjoy the
beautiful weather whilst listening to live music outside the new Cabin, which was
serving teas, coffees and cakes.
Photos by Mel Relf and Wendy Bartter

Dave, Conservation Manager

Amazing Astronomy
The Monkton Stargazers had one of their best ever astronomy sessions last month.
Nearly 50 people attended the evening and at one point, there was a queue out of the
door for the observatory! Visitors got the chance to look at Saturn, the Perseus double
cluster, M31 the Andromeda galaxy and M13 the Great Cluster in Hercules.
The Cabin was also open for the event, with hot chocolates being a particular favourite
amongst the visitors due to the chill of the evening.
If you are interested in astronomy sessions,
you can go through to our website to find out
more by clicking the link below:
http://www.monkton-reserve.org/monktonstargazers/. Alternatively, the Stargazers
also have a Facebook group where they post
updates and photographs of the sessions
and interesting viewings:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Monkton.
Astronomy/.
After all this success though, the astronomers have recently experienced an expensive
setback, so a fundraiser will be coming out soon.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Education for Adults
As you may know, environmental education is a really important aspect of the Reserve,
but environmental education isn’t just for children. There are plenty of things that adults
can also learn. Monkton Nature Reserve is beginning to develop courses with the plan
to have a yearly calendar of reasonably priced courses to bring adult-based
environmental education to Thanet. We have three exciting events coming up:

Corn Dolly Workshop with the Wheat Weaver
11th November – 10am - 1:30pm. Tickets £25.
The first of our courses to be held is a corn dolly
workshop. Tickets can be purchased on the
Eventbrite
website
via
the
link
below:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/corn-dolly-workshoptickets-38222764317. Having online payments
means visitors can securely pay in advance and they
can be easily managed by us.

The aim of the workshop is to share knowledge on the tradition and history of the corn
dolly as well as learning the practical skills needed to produce them. For any further
information, please visit our website http://www.monkton-reserve.org/event/corn-dollyworkshop/.

Tony Harman Lecture
Little Things that Run the Earth with Clive Nuttman
25th November – 1:00 – 3:00pm. Cost - £4 per adult, £2 for members.
This is the first of the Tony Harman Lectures, in
memory of Tony Harman, a brilliant entomologist,
and former trustee who sadly passed away in
2015.
The talk highlights how we humans take for
granted the work of the ‘little guys’ who carry out
vital functions, including waste disposal and food
security. The lecture will talk of the crucial role that
bacteria, insects and other invertebrates play in
providing a habitable planet for humans.
Payment will be taken on the day, but it is advised that you reserve a place in advance
by calling the Reserve on 01843 822 666.

Amphibian Ecology and Survey Techniques with KRAG
3rd March – 2:00 – 8:00pm. Tickets £18.
This amphibian course is being run
in partnership with Kent Reptile and
Amphibian Group (KRAG). Again,
tickets can be purchased through
the Eventbrite website via the link
below:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/amph
ibian-ecology-and-surveytechniques-tickets-37884178598
It teaches participants about our native amphibians, and how to survey for them, with a
chance to survey in the field. It also acts as required training for those wishing to join
the Great Crested Newt Monitoring Project.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

The Cabin
Now that our extension to the end of the Field
Study Centre is substantially complete, we are
able to provide our visitors with a venue that is
suitable for a variety of functions.
For general day to day use, The Cabin, as it
has come to be known, will be where visitors
are able to purchase a variety of drinks
(cappuccino, hot chocolate, Americano, soft
drinks, among others) and snacks, such as
biscuits and crisps. They can then relax inside or out on the veranda, where they can
look across the picnic area to the chalk cliffs beyond. At this time of year, with a blue
sky, the green, orange, red and yellow of the woodland trees above the white chalk
makes for a gorgeous view.

The room is also ideal for birthday parties, as use can be made of the kitchen area for
any prepared party food. I particularly like it when we have birthday parties here,
although I hasten to add this has nothing to do with the fact that I might get offered a
slice of cake!
The Cabin can be hired out as a meeting venue for groups. The Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England will be holding a meeting here in October.
With a pull-down projector screen available, the room is suitable for talks and
presentations. And with a proposed future enhancement to our Wi-Fi capability, the
room could also be suitable for more formal business style meetings.
For further information about hiring the room, please contact the Reserve.
Martin, Assistant Manager

A Selection of Gifts

Dare I mention the “C” word? I know, I know – it’s way too early to talk about Christmas!
Halloween isn’t even here yet! However, we all know that Christmas creeps up before
we’ve even got our heads around autumn.
In the last newsletter, we told you about the refurbishments to our shop and reception
area. We have a selection of toys for children, all relating to items that can be explored
and discovered at the Reserve, such as rocks and minerals, dinosaur models, birds of
prey hangers and cuddly animals.
But we also have items suited for adults. Beautiful wooden key rings of birds and
mammals feature in our shop and are popular with our members. We have calendars
for 2018, featuring member’s and volunteer’s photographs of the Reserve for just £5.00
each. In our Cabin, we have re-usable screw top travel mugs for just a £1.00, which is a
perfect present for cold weather (and amazing for astronomy sessions, I’ve heard!).
Finally, featured in our bird viewing area, we have basketball fatball feeders, and
handmade bubble bottle bird feeders. The bubble bottle bird feeders are made from
recycled materials, handmade at the Reserve, and because we’ve made them
ourselves, 100% of revenue raised from these goes straight back into the Reserve.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Archive Request
We are starting to archive historical records from the Reserve, if any of our members
have old information or records on the Reserve, then please get in touch and send
them over!

Moths and Night-time Activities
We have had a successful year to date since the Reserve purchased two moth traps.
Volunteers Alex and Wendy also bring in their own, one of which uses a black light.
Moths are attracted to any light, but the mercury vapour is the most effective. Actinic
bulbs and black lights attract fewer species, but they are often species that won’t visit
the mercury vapour.
Positive identification was difficult at first, as we are novices, so we decided to
concentrate on the larger moths, as they are usually easier to identify, such as the
poplar moth, photographed below. With the
participation
of
more
experienced
volunteers, such as Claire and Wendy, we
now try to identify smaller moths.
Our group in the evenings has now grown
from just myself and Alex, to include Tim,
Tom and Fern from the Monkton Stargazers
Astronomy
Group,
other
volunteers,
interested amateurs and the occasional
expert.
Our activities do not stop at moth
identification. We have also begun to attempt to identify bat species on site using
heterodyne bat detectors. There are four of us, so we spread out around the reserve.
Most action happens, though, at Dragonfly Pond and the picnic area – or above our
moth traps! Our aim is to be able to identify the bats roosting here. We believe we have
definitely identified one of the pipistrelle species and the brown long-eared bat as
present. There is at least one other species we cannot yet identify. Former warden, Ron
Stilwell, has told us there used to be noctule bats here.
We also survey common (smooth) and great crested newts, sending our data to KRAG
(Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group). Both myself and Kashmir, the Reserve’s
Education Officer, hold licences to allow us to handle these protected animals. We also
positively identified a frog during one of these sessions – which doesn’t seem much, but
this is the first frog photographed and proven to be here in the past few years.
We usually get to see barn owls as they fly in and hunt on the Reserve. There have
recently been tawny owls heard, too. Our aim is to create a knowledgeable and expert
group on how to monitor and identify what we find in the evenings. This will help us
monitor the quality of the Reserve in terms of habitats, etc. We are usually here until
2am the following morning.
Peter, Volunteer

Celebrity Status
In the last few months, Monkton Nature Reserve
has become a minor celebrity, having several
appearances on television and radio. We had a
Channel 5 film crew in in July to film our grass
snakes at the pond. Just a few weeks
afterwards, Thanet District Council’s tourism film
crew came down to film pond dipping at the
Reserve. Earlier on in the year, Southeastern’s
team were down to film us as part of their
‘Hidden Gems’ of Kent (you might have noticed
the Reserve featured in their advert for a whole
3 seconds!).
I was featured on Academy FM’s radio station
with an interview on Heritage Open Day and
what we offer at the Reserve (which you can
listen to here).
Martin also was interviewed on the radio in
August, for BBC Radio Kent’s proposed ‘Hidden
Kent’ series, which will be airing soon.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Certificate of Excellence
If you follow us on social media, you
may have seen that we have been
awarded a Certificate of Excellence
from TripAdvisor.
TripAdvisor awards these certificates to
attractions that consistently earn great
reviews on their website, so we were so
grateful to receive ours!
Speaking of social media, have you
followed our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram pages yet?

