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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10am – 5pm. Walk the
nature trails and have a browse around our museum and second-hand bookshop. If
the flag is flying we are open!

Wildlife Matters at Monkton

Aerial footage by Dean Barkley – Barkley Images

The warmer weather is finally descending upon us, as snowdrops and daffodils
dapple the Reserve with splashes of colour. We avoided most of the bad weather
this winter, with only one or two snowy days blanketing the Reserve. In spite of this,
animals were still active, with fox, moorhen and rabbit prints snaking along the snow
covered paths. Our first butterflies have been spotted, including the beautiful leaf-like
brimstone. Last month, staff heard an unusual call in the Reserve which we
managed to link to the woodcock, a perfectly camouflaged, bulky wading bird. We
were quite amazed having heard this bird as a couple of months before, we found
part of a wing from a woodcock, presumably having been caught by a buzzard, so
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we’re glad the birds still visit. Over the winter, we’ve also had some friendly
encounters with a pair of robins, who have learnt to feed from volunteers’ hands.
Head over to our Facebook page to watch the video of Reuben, our tame robin.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Burglary
You may have heard the news that Monkton Nature Reserve was broken into and
robbed during the night of Monday 20th February. Conservation Manager Dave
Edgar opened the Field Study Centre on Tuesday morning to find windows had been
forced open and access had been gained.
Damage inside occurred after the intruder(s) kicked open doors, cut CCTV cables,
sheared locks off of outbuildings and ransacked offices. Unfortunately, we had just
celebrated a busy half-term period, and our petty cash box was broken into. The
Monkton Stargazers astronomy group also suffered damage with doors to both
observatories being forced open.
We were bitterly disappointed at the
damage done, however the response
from our members and the general public
has been truly outstanding. We have
received
many
kind
donations,
information
regarding
suspicious
activities, as well as visitors’ words of
support. We are truly grateful for the
community’s support after a difficult time
for us and we’d like to thank everyone
who sent us items, messages and
donations. It has been a great help to
know that we have the weight of the
community behind us and a reminder of
how important the Reserve is to you, our
members.

Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

All Hands on Deck
There is a lot of essential work going on at the Reserve as we prepare this latest
newsletter.
The installation of the much needed mains electrical power is nearing completion.
The mains cable itself has been laid down to the Field Study Centre (FSC) and is
awaiting connection to the building.
Work is underway to install a more effective drainage system to alleviate the problem
we have of surface run-off water from the A253 flooding down into the Reserve. New
drainage channels directing the water towards soakaways should mean that the
damaging floods during previous periods of heavy rain will be a thing of the past.
The Frenken Museum is in the middle of an extensive refurbishment which will
provide easier viewing of our exhibits, especially for our younger visitors. There will
also be a dedicated area set aside for the volunteers who manage the museum for
preparing the exhibits. Consequently, the museum will remain closed to visitors for a
while yet.
The new function room which has been built onto the rear end of the FSC is now
awaiting fitting out of a floor surface, lighting fixtures, drainage and kitchen units.
Volunteers have been busy painting the ceiling before the floor covering is laid.
Damselfly Pond, the smaller of the Reserve’s two ponds, is having a spot of
landscaping carried out to reduce the difference in levels between the new
surrounding boardwalk and the adjacent ground.
All these works have inevitably caused a few disruptions, but we hope you agree that
the benefits for the long-term future of the Reserve are clear.

Martin, Assistant Manager

Wildlife Surveying
As part of our on-going survey efforts, volunteer Peter and I have developed different
ways to survey and ID species at the Reserve. Firstly, we used sand trays to create
plaster casts of tracks, but despite finding rat and possible stoat tracks, we found
imprints could be grainy and unclear. Next we moved onto natural ink pads to find
tracks, which worked well and got results of rats, moorhen, stoat, common shrews
and tiny pygmy shrew prints, measuring at just half a centimetre long.
We then purchased a camera trap which has been set up most evenings in various
locations around the Reserve. Our trail camera has caught photos and footage of
many different animals, from rabbits to foxes and mice to birds. All of this information
is important to us, to continue our wildlife monitoring and make sure our Reserve is
in its best condition.

Red fox caught on our trail camera

Peter and I, along with Alex, also took a harvest mouse course, as part of the Kent
Harvest Mouse Survey based at Wildwood Trust, and have been searching the
Reserve for nests. Unfortunately, none were found in areas that mice had been
previously spotted, but as a result, we are planning to manage the grassland better
for this adorable yet increasingly rare species. We have also been surveying areas
of Thanet for evidence of the harvest mouse, walking up to 12 miles in a single day,
but have yet to find a nest.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

No Green Space Should be an Island
As you may know, Monkton Nature Reserve is run by independent not-for-profit
charity Thanet Countryside Trust (no. 285972). Recently, Thanet Countryside Trust
has had some exciting developments and is starting to affiliate with other
environmental groups within Thanet. The long-term vision is to have a network of
green spaces, nature reserves and community groups working together in Thanet to
best preserve our ecology. Our first affiliation is with community-woodland group
Dane Valley Woods, based in Margate. The voluntary group runs a 13 acre
woodland, established in 2003 and have so far planted over 5,700 trees on site. We
are hoping that by pooling resources and volunteers, both affiliated groups will
greatly benefit from the relationship.
With these new developments from Thanet Countryside Trust, we decided it was
important to make a distinction between the Reserve and the Trust. One of the ways
we have done this is by creating a new logo for the Trust. By using a guide of the Isle
of Thanet, we created a butterfly logo, with roads to resemble veins and eyespots
resembling main towns.

Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Environmental Education
If you follow us on Facebook, or visit our website, you may have noticed some of our
new education posters and testimonials. Each
school that visited us and were surveyed, gave our
education services a 5* rating and said they would
recommend
us
to
friends
and
family.

Fairy Trails
This Easter will see our fairy trail updated and improved. Volunteers and staff have
been busy over the winter, constructing new fairy houses and painstakingly
decorating each one with natural materials, as well as designing new fairies to fly
alongside them. The new houses will be set out this Easter with an updated booklet
to help children find them, explore the Reserve and discover the flora and fauna
surrounding them.
Kashmir, Environmental Education Officer

Volunteer Roles
There are specific volunteer roles that we are currently looking for, if you think any of
these roles suit you or you would like more information, get in touch at
monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com, call at 01843 822666 or drop in.
Volunteer Membership Secretary
Role: If you like being part of a team, in a delightful setting, then you will enjoy
becoming our Membership Secretary. The role is flexible, varied and rewarding. You
will help your local community and visitors to the reserve by organising our
membership database to make our administration run smoothly.

Requirements: anyone aged 16 years and over, knowledge of word processing and
computers, ability to work independently, can work a minimum of two hours per
week.
Volunteer Fundraiser
Role: Monkton Nature Reserve is run by small independent charity Thanet
Countryside Trust and a volunteer fundraiser will play a vital role in helping secure
our financial sustainability. All monies raised would be used for the benefit and
upkeep of the Reserve.
Requirements: prior knowledge of fundraising and an ability to organise events such
as quizzes, ability to handle money and communicate with staff and the general
public.
Volunteer Treasurer
Role: A highly important role managing the charity’s finances and helping our
administration run smoothly.
Requirements: previous knowledge of word processing and using spreadsheets is
essential, as well as strong organisational and mathematical skills. An ability to
handle money, complete payrolls for three staff and manage grant spending and
capital projects at the Reserve.
Dave, Conservation Manager

Easyfundraising
Did you know you can collect free donations for Monkton Nature Reserve every time
you shop online? By joining easyfundraising and then clicking through to your
favourite online stores you’ll be helping us fund our charitable work at the Reserve.
So far our supporters have raised £396.36 simply by using the easyfundraising link.
If you would like to know more about how to set up free donations you’ll find a link on
our website, or you can go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/monktonreserve.
Remember, it won’t cost you a penny.

Martin, Assistant Manager

As a thank you to Budget Cars Thanet for their generous donation following our
burglary, their advert is appearing this month.
Thank you Budget Cars Thanet!

