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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week between 10am and 
3pm from 1st November until 31st March and from 10am to 5pm from 1st 
April. Walk the nature trails and have a browse around our museum and 
second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying we are open! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Staff and volunteers have been committing one night a month to carry out moth surveying. 

This is in line with our plans for next year to survey more of our wildlife. If you're interested 

in our finds, please go onto our Facebook page, to see what we've been catching. All moths 

are returned at the end of the session. 

 

Kashmir Flint 

 Night-time Surveying Efforts 

 



 

The season started slowly at Monkton as far as butterflies were concerned, which sort of 

backed up the evidence from Butterfly Conservation, that the more common early species 

such as Red Admiral and Peacock were down in number. On the other hand, birds of prey 

are thriving at the reserve which also indicates their food sources such as Bank and Field 

Vole (pictured) are in abundance this year. As well as Kestrels and Sparrow hawks, Barn 

Owls have  nested again and had at least two young and there are also more Buzzards flying 

overhead, with six seen at the same time.  

 

Turtle Doves, a red status species that is smaller than a collared dove but slightly larger than 

a blackbird, have returned to nest at the reserve again this year. Its upperparts are 

distinctively mottled with chestnut and black and its black tail has a white edge. They were 

spotted a number of times as well as being photographed. 

To  continue from the successful moth night held in June, the reserve are now looking to 

purchase a new moth trap, so we can monitor the population on a regular basis and use it 

for our annual Bat and Moth night. 

Finally, in the coming months we will be opening up a bit more of the woodland to let some 

light in to encourage the woodlands natural flora. This is part of an ongoing plan that will 

continue for at least the next five years and maybe beyond, and will hopefully result in more 

colour from increasing numbers of Snowdrops, Primroses and Bluebells along with some of 

the other woodland flower species.  

Dave Edgar 

 

Wildlife Matters at Monkton 

 



 

Finally, after years of trying to get the funding and the legal paperwork sorted out, mains 

electrical power will soon be coming to Monkton Nature Reserve! Due to the generosity of 

Kent County Council, The Allan Willett Foundation and an anonymous donor, Thanet 

Countryside Trust has been able to secure the funding necessary to bring this essential 

utility to the Reserve.  

Work should start around the beginning of November with UK Power Networks laying the 

cabling outside the Reserve. Staff and volunteers will be used for the excavations inside the 

Reserve, working to UKPN's specification. For safety reasons, the work inside the Reserve 

may necessitate that we temporarily close the site for a short period.  Hopefully, the main 

work will be completed before Christmas.  

Once we have mains electrical power then all kinds of 

luxuries become available to us, for example: enjoying a 

picnic without the sound of the generator droning away in 

the background, and, a reliable heating supply in the 

Winter! Just imagine! It will also allow us to install a small, 

basic cafe to provide simple refreshments for our visitors.  

The provision of mains electricity and the installation of a small cafe are both essential to 

the long-term viability of Monkton Nature Reserve. 

Martin Squire 

 
 

This year's Open Garden with Afternoon Tea event raised over £500. The usual large turnout 
was helped by decent weather, the delicious Lemon Sponge, Coffee Cake, Tea Loaf and 
Chocolate Brownies on offer, as well as a nice cup of tea.  

 

Many thanks to Ann and Hugh Bird for being hosts and  
their hospitality in opening up their lovely garden for 
visitors to enjoy. 

 

Thanks is also due to the volunteers that helped 
organise and run the kitchen and set up tables and 
chairs. 

 

Dave Edgar 

 

 

Tea in the Afternoon 

 

Mains Electricity 

 



 

Monkton Nature Reserve is much more than just a nature reserve. With both conservation 

and education being important elements of the charity’s function, there are numerous 

strands to its operation. Consequently, we have a need for a variety of skilled volunteering 

roles. 

Just because we are a nature reserve doesn’t mean we are only interested in volunteers 

able to do physically demanding work. If you have experience with desk top publishing, for 

example, you may be able to help us produce our quarterly membership newsletter. If you 

have retail experience, perhaps you could use your knowledge to help us out regarding our 

small selection of merchandise. Anyone with general admin and computer admin 

experience, who could offer just a few hours a week on a semi-regular basis, would also be 

very useful for us. Some of these roles could even be done from home, or would need doing 

only at specific times of the year (e.g. the newsletter). 

If you feel you would like to contribute to the future of Monkton Nature Reserve and its role 

in benefiting the local community, please get in touch.  

 Martin Squire 

    

 

Our website is frequently updated, showing our recent wildlife views, as well as new 

events and information about the Monkton Stargazers.  

 

 

 

Visit: www.monkton-reserve.org to keep up-to-date. 

Volunteering Opportunities 

 



 

The Trust has continued to benefit from the refurbished Field Study Centre and remains 
exceedingly grateful to the Veolia Environmental Trust for funding this project. The work 
was finally completed in July 2015. This has secured the building and its contents from the 
ravages of the weather, and enabled us to reach out further to vulnerable groups who 
appreciate the oasis of wellbeing that the Reserve provides.  
 
The on-going support of the Allan Willett Foundation has meant disabled access to the 
upper pond (Damselfly Pond) has been installed. In addition, the plantings in the Willett 
Educational Garden have been completed with sensory plants for groups with special 
learning needs, as well as some necessary renewal of perimeter fencing.  
 
For the future, our on-going relationship with local company Cummins means we are able to 
continually increase the facilities and level of amenities at the Reserve. Their projects will 
include the provision of further access to the upper levels of the Reserve.  
 
Monies from Kent County Council and the Allan Willett Foundation will provide mains 
electricity for the first time! It is the staff's regular hospitality to the Walmer Disability 
Group that has prompted KCC to find developers' community funds to help develop the 
Reserve. As a consequence, we look forward to installing a new building to serve as a 
cafeteria and classroom in the near future, as an annex to the Field Study Centre. This will 
promote our educational and social outreach objectives: we believe that 'Nature' has an 
enormous therapeutic potential.  
 
Disabled toilets, more accessible paths, and a complete refurbishment of the Frenken 
Museum Room are also planned for the coming year, with the aid of the Allan Willett 
Foundation and KCC funds.  
 
We continue to build links to promote our philosophy of conservation and education. Our 
initial aim is to liaise with fellow ecologists and conservationists in the district and we have 
started by beginning to explore possibilities with the Dane Valley Woods Project in Margate.  
 
We are also hoping to network with other tourist attractions in Thanet to increase the 
opportunities for an improved ‘visitor experience’, particularly in the west of the Isle.  
 
In short, Thanet Countryside Trust is looking at a 'step-change' for the next year. 

Our membership has increased to 522 (not including children) and visitor numbers show a 
steady increase to some 4,500 per annum. We have hosted visits from a significant number 
of groups throughout the year, including 14 local school trips. Our Open Day was the most 
successful ever, having decided to run the event over the whole weekend. Bookshop sales 
make a vital contribution to overheads, thanks to the efforts of our dedicated team of 
volunteers upon whom the Trust relies so much.  
 
There have been a number of changes in the people supporting the Trust over the past year. 
We were deeply saddened by the sudden death of Tony Harman, one of our long-standing 
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Trustees, in late September 2015. Tony was a great asset and friend, having a tremendous 
knowledge of wildlife, in particular butterflies and moths.  
 
The Trust owes a great debt of gratitude to retired Trustees John McPherson and Ros Facey, 
who both resigned in 2015 after four years in post, and very many years’ prior support to 
the Trust and the Reserve. They have left a legacy on which we continue to build.  
 
We also saw the departure of Julia Batchelder, our Treasurer, after five years’ dedicated 
service to the Trust. The Trustees were pleased to appoint Andrew Ogden in Julia's stead 
and are most grateful for his taking up the reins so swiftly and competently.  
 
We have been particularly pleased to appoint Kashmir Flint as our Education Officer on a 
part-time basis with the aid of the Nineveh Trust. She has run Holiday Nature Clubs and is 
fast developing services to schools and voluntary groups.  
 
The Monkton Stargazers and their Observatories remain a steady community asset and our 
Bat and Moth evenings prove popular.  
 
As ever, we remain indebted to the staff – Dave Edgar, Martin Squire and Kashmir Flint – 
and the volunteers (too numerous to mention), who through their dedication and 
commitment enable the Trust to prosper, and the Reserve to be enjoyed by our many 
visitors, throughout the year.  

 

Thanet Countryside Trust Trustees 

 

 

Monkton Nature Reserve will be the venue for the first Tony Harman memorial lecture on 
Saturday 28th January 2017 from 1pm to 3pm and will be entitled  "The little things that 
run the world".  

As some of you will know, Tony who sadly passed away last year was a long time supporter, 
volunteer and Trustee at MNR and a good friend to many of us. Hopefully this event will go 
some way to acknowledging all the effort he put in over many years and help us remember 
what a real enthusiast he was and how his wealth of knowledge about the natural world 
helped so many to better understand nature.   

This illustrated talk by Clive Nuttman will show how insects and other invertebrates play 
hugely important roles in all ecosystems and looks at some of the fascinating examples of 
the processes that are vital for the health of the planet as well as being of great economic 
benefit to mankind. These include waste disposal, pollination, seed dispersal and control of 
harmful pests.  

Normal admission charges of £4 adults and £2 children and £8 family will apply and this also 
includes entry to the nature reserve for the day.  

Please book by calling the reserve on 01843 822666. 

 Dave Edgar 

Tony Harman Memorial Lecture 

 



 

 

This year saw our first ever Nature Club held by our Environmental Education Officer, 

Kashmir Flint. On each Friday morning of the summer holidays, we held environmental 

activities for children to get stuck into, ranging from butterfly surveying, owl pellet 

dissection and even making light-up fairy lanterns. After all the activities, families had the 

chance to learn about birds of prey, with Alex our bird man. The responses to the Club were 

overwhelmingly positive, with most sessions being over-subscribed. Prices were charged at 

standard entrance fee prices, with members paying a half price charge.  

The six sessions managed to raise over £400 for the Reserve, whilst attracting nearly 100 

children, plus their families to the events. Following the success of the Summer Nature Club, 

Kashmir is planning to expand Nature Club later into the year, with a Craft Club, using 

natural or recycled materials to make ornaments, art and decorations.  

Kashmir Flint 

 

If there's anything on 

our shopping list that 

you can donate to us, 

please contact the 

Reserve on 01843 

822666, or email us at 

monktonnaturereserve

@hotmail.com. 

 

Summer Nature Club 

 

 Bird feeders 

 Craft materials (coloured paper, felt, 

paper punches, ribbon, children's 

paint) 

 Empty shoe box sized boxes 



 

 

This year saw one of our best summers on record, and increased numbers of visitors, 

particularly first-time visits from mothers and their children. As a result, we are planning big 

revamps of our existing children’s nature trails to keep the Reserve fresh and exciting for 

families. Our dinosaur trail saw some updates just before the summer, letting children draw 

their dinosaur piece-by-piece as they go along and answer the questions. We offer the 

opportunity for children to make a clay dinosaur (or hedgehog) at the end of the trail, at the 

cost of £1 per child.  

 

We have had some amazingly creative dinosaurs made so far, such as our armoured fellow 

pictured below. We have many ideas and plans to update the trails over this quieter winter 

period, so please keep tabs on this development. 
 

 
 

Kashmir Flint 

 

Did you know?  
 

We have over 580 likes on Facebook, where we post regular updates and 
photos of our wildlife finds.  
 

Monkton Nature Reserve Official Site.  

Revamping our Trails 

 



 
 

Here at MNR we are lucky to have a regular band of volunteers that are essential to the 
running and maintenance of the reserve. Throughout the year, there are varying jobs to do 
that help make the site more attractive to both wildlife and visitors, and thanks to some 
great team work things are looking rosy. 

 

 
 

An enthusiastic group of volunteers carrying out trail maintenance on the reserve. 

 

There are a number of groups that help out at MNR, including some with learning 
disabilities as well as a local mental health group. So many thanks for all your hard work ! 

Dave Edgar 

 

 

Earlier in the summer, we completed work to Damselfly pond to allow for disability access, 

paid for through the Allan Willett Foundation. The new decking area has additional support 

to allow for motorised wheelchairs and scooters, and this will mean that now everyone has 

the chance to enjoy our beautiful pond. This is in line with our continued commitment to 

help groups with special needs learn about the environment in a safe space. We have also 

finished planting our Willett Educational Garden, with a wide range of sensory and 

medicinal plants to help engage these groups through sensory experiences.   

Kashmir Flint 

Access for All 

 

Team Work at its Best! 

 



 

 

 
 

Membership renewals become due on 1st January 2017. To provide a better service to our 
members we are now willing to accept the payment of subscription fees by standing order.  
 
We would prefer these to be one-off annual payments, made in January of each year; but 
monthly payments are also acceptable, (especially if your generosity can stretch beyond the 
monthly amount!).  
 
As a reminder, our membership fees for 2017 are:  
 
 Individual: £12.00 per annum (equating to £1.00 per month);  
 Joint / Family (of four): £18.00 per annum (equating to £1.50 per month).  
 
 These fees are being held at the current rate for the third successive year.  
 
If you would like to pay your membership fees by standing order, please complete the form 
below and send it to your bank to set up the regular payments.  
 
Please remember to send your completed membership form to us at:  
 

Thanet Countryside Trust  
Monkton Nature Reserve  
Canterbury Road  
Monkton, nr. Ramsgate  
CT12 4LH  
 

If you have any queries, please contact me via Monkton Nature Reserve.  
 

Andrew Ogden  

Standing Orders 

 



Standing Order Mandate 

To (name of bank):  ..………………………………………………………… 

Branch address:  ……………………………...………………………………. 

Sort Code: ........ – ........ – ........  Account Number:  …….………………….. 

Account name:  ..……………………………………….…………………….. 

Please pay £ ……………….….. per year / per month (please delete as appropriate) 

Commencing on …………………….. (date of first payment) 

To: Thanet Countryside Trust 

National Westminster Bank plc 

Sort Code: 52 – 10 – 19 

Account number: 02529459 

 

Signature: ……………………………   Date: .…….....………...…… 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Doctor/other):  ....………...........……………...…… 

First name: ………………………  Surname: ……………………..….. 

Address: .………………………………………………………………….…. 

.......………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………  Postcode: ……………....………… 

 
                                                                         


