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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week between 10am
and 3pm until 31st March and from 10am to 5pm from 1st April.
Walk the nature trails and have a browse around our museum and
second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying we are open!

Spring is in the air!
Snowdrops, Primrose and Dog Violets made an early show at the
reserve this year due to the mild weather, and with birds checking
out the nest boxes, it`s a sure sign Spring is here.
Goldfinch, Long Tailed Tits and Siskins have all been at the feeders
and Bullfinch have been spotted around as well. So come on down
and see what else
you can find. There
are spotter sheets for
all the family as well
as activities for the
children and don`t
forget that members
are entitled to make themselves a free cup of tea or coffee.
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Bat and Vole Cave!!!
On the last two occasions that the Bat Cave has been surveyed by
the Kent Bat Group, they have found signs of Water Vole, as well as
some over wintering newts. This is a bit surprising as a chalk quarry
isn`t a natural habitat for Water Voles and yet they seem to be
showing an interest.

Sadly there was no sign of the Long Eared Bats that have used the
cave in the past, although there are Pipistrelle Bats on other parts of
the reserve. Their absence is almost certainly due to the fact the cave
has been flooded in recent years as the resident Long Eared variety
won`t have drowned but will have expended valuable stored energy
moving to somewhere safer in mid winter and some at least will have
died due to being weakened in this way.

Don't forget!
We can provide a slide show on the wildlife and work of
Monkton Nature Reserve for clubs and societies. Costs
are around £40 for an hour-long presentation. For more
information, call Dave on 01843 822666.

ON THE TRAIL OF THE HEDGEHOG
Hedgehogs have been in decline for some years in the UK, so to heighten the
issues this distinctive little creature faces, we have created a new fun activity
to increase awareness. Visitors can now follow our woodland trail in search of
natural materials to make their very own pet hedgehog using a lump of
modelling clay. Along the trail, you will come across some hedgehog poetry
and facts to help you identify what may be used. Ask at reception for details.
Membership Renewals
Please renew by calling in at
the reserve, or by
downloading the form from
our website and posting it to
us. You can now also pay by
standing order (contact
reserve for details).

Did You Know: Hedgehogs have about 5000 spines which last about a year and
then drop out, so replacements can be grown.

Open Weekend 2016
Our annual Open Day, will be an "Open Weekend" this year on Saturday 28th and
Sunday 29th May from 11am to 3pm.
Both days will be free entry, so it`s a good opportunity to bring along friends and
family for a leisurely stroll around. Alex will be here with the Birds of Prey over
the weekend and Lester Hovenden will be doing a presentation on Fossils and
Dinosaurs in the museum on Saturday. Sunday will be the main focus with music,
tombola, a guided walk and other activities. Please check our website for more
information.
As usual we are looking for volunteers to help out in varying roles, such as with
making teas etc and car parking, so if you are interested, please give Dave a call
at the reserve on 01843 822666.
Finally, we would be grateful for any tombola prizes or items that can be put into
our auction on the Sunday.

Archaeology and Geology Museum
In roughly eighteen months the Frenken Room Museum has gone
through a slow but steady refurbishment. Graham Goodwin, with
help from Lester Hovenden has been sorting and reorganising the
various displays and specimens. So far, they have made a partial
transformation of several displays. The skulls have been relabelled
for younger patrons to investigate and enjoy handling. There are
more subtle changes in evidence, for instance there is a coloured
frieze behind the plastic Natural History Museum prehistoric models
to set the scene of a lower/mid Cretaceous age scenario. In many
cases, labelling has also been revamped and sometimes altered.
Our Mammoth memorabilia has been highlighted with a dialogue
and an illustration of a Woolly Mammoth. We hope to allow them to
be handled, under supervision as they are quite heavy.

Some local finds in the Monkton Museum

Outside the Frenken Room the glass cabinet has been the subject of
reformation. There is now a display area dedicated to birds’ eggs
ranging in size from the huge Elephant Bird that once inhabited the
Island of Madagascar to the clutch of tiny eggs of our own Great Tit
(Hummingbird eggs are even smaller). The marine exhibit has also
been rearranged, this is to give an idea of what can be found on a
local beach strand line (high water mark)

The Geology section has been re-labelled and in some cases
identification of rocks has been altered in the light of more
knowledge. We also have the shed skin of a Burmese Python
mounted very carefully by a team of four steady-handed volunteers.
This is positioned in pride of place over the window in the Frenken
Room.
We have amongst our team of volunteers several who are quite
willing to give talks on geology, fossils, prehistory and natural history.
Schools and other groups are especially welcome, as of course, are
the casual visitor and members. Details are given on the Monkton
Nature Reserve website.
The museum volunteers are slowly but surely getting there, although
we are fully aware there is a fair bit of work still to do. But I think we
can, so far, give ourselves a collective thumbs up, as there have been
some very positive comments made from various sources.

Check Out Our Website
We are in the process of refreshing our website and expanding it with new
content. We have added a page giving a potted history of the quarry, highlighting its
importance to East Kent during the two hundred years since chalk was first quarried at
Monkton. Further historical sections on the construction of the bat cave and Dragonfly
Pond, complimented with archive photos, are also planned.
There will also be an article outlining what the Thanet Countryside Trust will be
endeavouring to do to fulfil its role as trustees of Monkton Nature Reserve, thus
ensuring that this wonderful amenity remains available for future generations. All the
photos in the Gallery section will also eventually be properly captioned, so as to give
them greater context.
There are other ideas that we have that will hopefully make the website, not just an
advertisement for the Reserve, but also a useful information resource of the flora and
fauna to be found here. View us at: www.monkton-reserve.org
.

Conservation-Why it Matters

Woodland Glade
Volunteers have been busy coppicing in the woodland this winter.
Over the years the canopy has grown dense, cutting out the light to
the woodland flora and spreading too much Ivy that has crowded out
many of the ground loving plants. By letting in the sunshine it will
encourage such woodland plants such as Primrose, Snowdrops and
Bluebells to grow and spread.

The work was done over a few weeks by volunteers and work
experience placements, who quite enjoyed getting out in the fresh
air and doing some physical exercise. A dead hedge was created
from branches, which will give shelter to small animals, especially
birds.
Staff and volunteers intend to carry out a rolling program of
woodland coppicing over the coming years, as a large proportion of
the trees are Ash, which are being hit by the devastating Ash Dieback
Disease and will need replacing in any case. We aim to start planting

new trees next year, having already planted over 500 hedging plants,
mainly around our boundary over the last few years.

Vacancy at Monkton Nature Reserve
Dear Members,

The Trustees of Thanet Countryside Trust wish to appoint someone for one or
two days a week to work particularly on Science Education and Outreach;
Hours and salary negotiable, we require
 someone with exceptional and relevant educational qualifications,
 public delivery skills, especially to children,
 evidence of relevant practical experience in conservation,
 a willingness to multi-task in general admin and IT skills is highly
desirable.
If any Members, or anyone they could recommend, fit these requirements and
would like to contribute to the on-going success of the Trust, and Monkton
Nature Reserve in particular, please send a CV, the names and addresses of
two Referees and a letter of Application to:
Thanet Countryside Trust, c/o Mr G.Orton, 25 Norman Road, Westgate
geoff.orton@tesco.net

Thank you for your continued support.

