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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10am to 
3pm until the end of March, and from 10am to 5pm from 1st April. 
There`s still plenty to see in the Autumn. Walk the nature trails and 
have a browse around our museum and second-hand  bookshop. If 
the flag is flying we are open! 

 

COME ON DOWN ! NEW BENCHES AT MONKTON 
We are pleased to announce that we now have more benches than ever on our 

nature trails, thanks to staff and volunteers from Cummins Power Generation, 

who have provided the materials and made eighteen benches for us over the 

last few months. So come on down, have a seat and take in one of the lovely 

views . While you are resting, keep a lookout for flocks of Goldfinch and Long 

Tailed Tits that have been around in recent weeks or the Buzzards, Kestrels and 

Sparrow Hawks that are seen regularly at the reserve.  

 

Photo: Looking toward Dragonfly Pond from a nearby bench. 

 
 

Did You Know ? 

Visitors can borrow  a pair of 

binoculars if you ask at 

reception, along with 

magnifying glasses for  the 

children to take a closer look 

at any insects, flowers  and 

anything else they come 

across on their walk. 



Tony Harman 
 

We are very sad to report the passing away of one of the reserves trustees, 
Tony Harman who died at his farm in Bucks aged 79. Tony, who had been 
involved with Monkton for many years, was well known locally and across Kent 
for his wide knowledge of natural history and in particular, butterflies, moths 
and insects.  

 

He lived in Westbere for over 20 years, where he brought up his family with 
wife Dorothy, whilst managing the Canterbury Environmental Education 
Centre, that some may know as the Vauxhall Lakes site, from the mid 1970`s 
until his retirement in the early 1990`s. Tony was also involved with a number 
of natural history organisations across Kent. 

 

Although he later moved to his farm in Buckinghamshire, Tony was a frequent 
visitor to Kent to see family and friends and to get involved in varying natural 
history projects. He recently led the Bat and Moth evenings at Monkton Nature 
Reserve which were very successful.   

 

The reserve will be hosting an annual lecture to honour Tony and all the good 
work he did over many years. He will be sadly missed.  
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Autumn Colours 

It`s that time of year when the colours on the trees and shrubs can be spectacular, 

and this year is proving to be better than most.  So come and have a stroll and 

check out the colour scheme. Better still, bring your camera and see if you can get 

a photo  as nice as the  one shown below. 

 

 

 

The colours change when the 

chlorophyll in the leaves breaks down 

and the green begins to disappear. 

Once this happens , all the hidden 

colours of brown, red, orange and 

yellow can then be seen.  

It`s a wonder of nature we take for 

granted, but it shouldn`t be missed.  

 



Conservation-Why it Matters 

 

A presentation by Clive Nuttman (environmental biologist). 

 Saturday the 21st November between 1pm and 3pm at Monkton Nature 
Reserve. 

This will include the contributing factors to the current loss of the earth’s 
biodiversity. The presentation will then introduce the most recent attempts by 
conservation biologists to try and persuade the government and the policy 
makers of the importance of conservation work; the concept of the ecosystem 
services and the natural capital that we take for granted. 

 

       

Nature provides us with many ‘free services’ that we rarely consider in our day 
to day lives. Clive Nuttman is an environmental biologist with research 
interests in pollination ecology. He has been working in the eastern 
Mediterranean, Central America and, more recently he has organised  tropical 
ecology and conservation training courses for students out in east Africa and in 
Madagascar.  

Adult tickets are £4 and children £2. Members will also be charged £2, this 
then gives you admission to the reserve for the whole day. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact us; 

Phone: 01843 822666 

Email: monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com 

Website: www.monkton-reserve.org 

Address: Canterbury Road, Monkton, nr Ramsgate, Kent, CT12 4LH 

 

 

 

 

mailto:monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com
http://www.monkton-reserve.org/


Pondlife 
 

It`s that time of year when the two ponds on the reserve need to be checked for any 
necessary maintenance. We try and keep this to a minimum, as many ponds can suffer 
from over management. Autumn is the least damaging time for pond maintenance, after 
the height of the breeding season. 

 

All of the Pygmy Weed has been removed along with a little Water Bogbean, Water 
Arum and Willow Herb to create a more open water surface.  

 

 

Photo: Adam Prentice a volunteer who is studying conservation at Kent 
University, working in Damselfly Pond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extensive open water is not 

essential for a good wildlife pond as 

most creatures need an underwater 

maze of plants in which to hunt, hide, 

feed and breed. 

Water is essential to wildlife and many 

creatures will make use of it.  It is also a 

good teaching resource for visiting 

school or scout groups that are studying 

habitats or doing survey work.  

 

Cream Tea Event 

A big thanks is due to Ros Facey along with Ann and Hugh Bird, for organising and hosting the Cream 

Tea event on the 16th August which raised over £500 for the reserve. Needless to say, the event 

couldn`t have gone ahead without all the volunteers, who worked so hard on what turned out to be a 

busy day.  

The rain stayed away. The food and drink was excellent and  Ann`s garden looked as lovely as ever. 

Perfick, just perfick as Pa Larkin said. 

Fossils and Dinosaurs 

The Fossil and Dinosaur event by Lester  Hovenden proved to be very popular and was over 

subscribed.  Lester outlined a brief history of dinosaurs and discussed fossils and how to look for 

them, during the event which took place at the reserve in the school holidays. 

Since it was successful, we have organised two further  "Fossils and Dinosaurs" presentations for 

Wednesday 28th October and  Saturday November 14th. See below for further details. 

 



 

Allan Willett 

A good friend to Monkton Nature Reserve,  Former Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Allan Willett, 

recently lost his long battle with ill health.  The ex-company boss died at his home in 

Chilham, aged 78. 

Allan Willett had long connections with Kent, having been brought up on Thanet farms 

during the second world war; playing rugby for Kent as a schoolboy; and was later 

commissioned into the Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).  After working as a salesman he 

moved into the packaging industry and formed his own company which became one of the 

world's largest electronic coding and information labelling companies. 

As well as being a successful businessman, he was also a generous philanthropist.  In 2002 

he launched a charitable foundation benefitting mainly Kent causes, with donations of some 

£4 million.  He inspired campaigns that celebrated youth achievement and promoted 

volunteering in the community. 

Monkton Nature Reserve has been very lucky to receive gifts from the Willett foundation 

and as a mark of respect we have named our education garden after him. Allan fondly 

remembered the times he spent playing in the quarry as a child and appreciated the effort 

the community was making to preserve the environment. The trustees had previously 

presented Allan with a picture of the reserve to thank him for his support (see below). We 

are now fortunate to maintain the link with his family, through his daughter Kate. 

 

 

Mr Willett (Centre) being presented with a picture of MNR  
by the Trust`s John McPherson.  

 

 
 
 
 

Ever considered  volunteering ? 

We have various volunteering roles at the reserve. So, if you fancy giving it a try, 

please call in at the reserve for more information, or give us a call on 01843 822666 

Don`t Forget ! 

Members now get free 

access to most of our 

astronomy. Just put your 

name on our contact list 

and you will receive an 

email when there is an 

impromptu viewing 

evening. 

 



 
Interested in fossils and dinosaurs ? 
 
Then come along to the Field Study Centre on Wednesday 28th October or Saturday 
14th November from 1-2.30pm to find out more about them. Our expert, Lester, will be 
on hand to tell us about:  
 

  
 

 

The afternoon is suitable for children aged 8yrs and upwards as well as adults, and will 
cost £2 for members, £1 for children, £8 for a family and £2 for members. This includes 
entry to the reserve for the day. Please call us to book your place on 01843 822666. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barn Owls Fledged at Monkton 

The three Barn Owl chicks that were born  at the reserve this year have fledged 

safely and gone on their merry way.   

It came as a nice surprise to find them nesting in the cliffs, especially as we had gone 

to the trouble of putting up an owl box for them last year, which remains empty to this 

day.  

Barn Owls make an eerie screeching and hissing noise, which first alerted us to their 

presence in the cliff. If you regularly hear an Owl hooting  it will be a Tawny Owl. 

Birds of Prey at MNR 

Alex will be at the reserve to display 

his Birds of Prey on Friday 23rd 

October and again during half-term 

week on Friday 30th October. 

Amongst the birds on show will be 

Tawny Owl, Barn Owl, Kestrel, Harris 

Hawk and Boobook Owl. 

 

 What are dinosaurs ?   

 

 Give a brief history of 
dinosaur hunting  

 

 Fossils and how to look for 
them.  

 

As well as answering all your 
questions. 

 

 



 

Trustees Wanted at Monkton 
 

The Trustees wish to advise you that Ros Facey has resigned from her position as Chair of the 

Trustees. Ros has worked hard and willingly for the reserve over many years and has been 

instrumental in helping to gain much of the grant monies which has been a vital tool in the 

development of the Monkton Nature reserve over the last few years. 

We all wish her well as she concentrates on her own business interests. 

 

On Friday 2 October Trevor Shonk visited Canterbury Cathedral to attend the memorial service 

of Allan Willett on behalf of Ramsgate Town as Mayor of Ramsgate and also to represent the 

Thanet Countryside Trust as a Trustee.  

 

We are proud to report that the Trust was represented at this testimonial to Allan Willett who 

through his Charitable Foundation has enabled the Reserve to improve as it has done over the 

last 5 years. 

 

Trevor Shonk has been appointed as Chairman of the Trustees of the Thanet Countryside Trust 

with immediate affect. 

 

Les Shonk has agreed to serve as Trustee with immediate affect. Les has been a volunteer for 

approximately 20 years, was a great help with the start of the regeneration of the site 5 years 

ago (a huge task in itself!) and has more recently spent the last 4 years working with and 

managing a variety of volunteers and staff in his current role at another Charity as well as 

continuing to serve as a member of the Trust's management committee. 

 

To help with the decision making processes of the Trust we would like to strengthen the Board 

of Trustees by appointing a further number of Trustees to help share the roles, tasks and co-

ordinate future projects with the volunteers and management committee. Many of you reading 

this will be current members of the Trust so you might already have an interest in the welfare, 

improvements  and future management of the reserve. 

The current Trustees would like to see applications from the management committee and/or 

volunteers and/or members of the Trust as well as suitable non- members that feel that they 

can help to make a difference. We would like to see a mix of men and women representing the 

Trust at this level. 

 

No specific knowledge or experience is required; simply a desire to help. 

 

To discuss this further please contact Trevor on 07748685371 or 01843 584567; alternatively 

please send or deliver a hand written application to the reserve addressed to the Trustees or 

email John on kiwi.johnpnz@outlook.com 

 

John McPherson 

Trustee 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

                                                                         


