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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 5 pm during
the summer. So make the most of the long summer days and the (hopefully)
warmer weather - bring a picnic and have a full day out at the reserve, walk the
nature trails, follow our new Brass Rubbing Trail or the Dinosaur Hunt, and have
a browse around our museum and second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying
we are open!

News from the reserve
The weather tends to dictate life on the reserve and this spring has been no exception.
It's been relatively cold, with few moths, butterflies and other insects flying until much
more recently. Easter was an exception and we had lots of visitors to the reserve
making the most of a few warm days. The pond level had slowly receded, so the
footpath along Snake Pass was open in time to
provide good views of the mallards that have
bred again this year. At one point they had
eleven - yes, eleven! - ducklings waddling
around behind them. The moorhens also bred,
with seven chicks. If you didn't get to see them
then you can see videos of them on our
Facebook page.
The revamp of the inside of the museum is
continuing and our new windows mean that the
bird viewing area is more accessible. We've
seen jackdaws raiding the bird feeders, and a
moorhen has worked out how to sit in one bird
feeder and hold another feeder steady with its
foot, in order to steal the seeds (see opposite).
Jackdaws have nested in various holes in the
chalk cliff, and we have been hearing the cries
of their young in the nest.
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The man orchids flowered from mid-May, with a good display in the woodland. The
twayblade orchids also did well this year. As we write (mid-June) most of the other
orchids are beginning flower, with the exception of the bee orchids, which are
stubbornly refusing to open until they feel some warm sunny weather - hopefully that
should be by the time you receive this newsletter.
We also have a new spider inhabiting the
reserve, courtesy of Canterbury College Art
and Design students. It's rather large, but
those of you with a fear of spiders need not
worry too much. Two of our volunteers here
at Monkton are self-confessed
arachnophobes, but they plucked up courage
to go out onto the reserve and find it, and
were very impressed! Do come and see it for
yourselves.

Calling all members…
Thanet Countryside Trust AGM
Saturday 11th July at 11.30am
at the Field Study Centre
We'd like to invite all members to join us for our 2015 Annual General
Meeting. Please come along and hear about our achievements over the
past year, some of which have produced major changes to the Field Study
Centre. We also have exciting plans for the future that we would like to
discuss with you.
We always appreciate your thoughts and views, so please come along, ask
questions, and have your say. We look forward to seeing you.
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Open Day 2015 – our best yet!
Our trustees, staff and volunteers were delighted to welcome over 450 visitors to
Monkton Nature Reserve during this year’s Open Day on Sunday 24th May. As far as
we know, this is our best attendance yet (or at least for some time).
We were exceedingly proud to show off
our achievements since the last Open
Day, not least the newly-refurbished
Field Study Centre. This has received a
new roof, new windows and new
cladding to the walls: more about this in
a later article. The building was
formally opened (or more appropriately
‘declared finished’) by Ros Facey,
Chairman of the Trustees, in her Open
Day speech.
The past 12 months have seen a number of other improvements to the reserve that
we hope our guests noticed and enjoyed. They include the Fairy Trail, new picnic
benches, another bird hide, better signage… the list goes on. These have been
installed as part of our continuing efforts to improve the attractions at the reserve while
maintaining its unique position as the only inland nature reserve in east Kent.
Supporters who made these features possible were also thanked by Ros in her
speech.
On the day there was a number of stalls and
side-shows including live music, birds of prey,
face painting, a coconut shy, and the very
popular cake stall. The weather forecast
predicted overcast skies and showers but we
were blessed with sunshine for most of the
day, with rain arriving at 3 pm, almost as the
event was finishing. The warm weather,
relaxed atmosphere and beautiful environment
led to an outbreak of smiling faces all round.
As ever, a very big ‘thank you’ goes to all the volunteers, staff and trustees who
helped to make this Open Day a great success. Each had an essential part to play,
and they played it well!
If you unfortunately missed the Open
Day this year, we are sorry not to have
seen you there, but we can guarantee
you will be made most welcome any
time you can get down to the reserve.
Please do come along and see us
sometime!
Andrew Ogden
Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer
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Our ‘new’ Field Study Centre
It has taken nearly 16 months since inception, but the project to refurbish our Field
Study Centre at Monkton Nature Reserve is now (almost) complete. As reported
separately, it was formally opened by Ros Facey, Chairman of our Trustees, at the
recent Open Day.
The building was erected on the reserve some 30 years ago, having been previously
used as construction site offices elsewhere. So, despite the efforts of the trustees,
staff and volunteers to maintain the structure in a reasonable condition over the years,
it was approaching the end of its serviceable life. In particular, the roof was leaking in
a number of places, a very serious problem that had been tackled with the temporary
remedy of a one-piece tarpaulin cover over the top. The decision was taken that our
number one priority for 2014 would be to do something about the condition of the
building.
Admittedly, a significant part of the project’s duration was taken up in obtaining the
grant for the work. The initial application to the Veolia Environmental Trust was made
at the beginning of January, but it was not until June that the award was finally made.
Such are the difficulties faced by charities such as ours when seeking funding. The
notification of the funding was welcomed with a mixture of surprise, since bids
submitted to other organisations had been fruitless; and relief, since the project was
definitely a non-starter without it.
After some planning and organising, work started on site in September 2014. A new
roof was the main objective; it had been determined that the temporary fix could not
tolerate another winter. So the very first job was the installation of a new welded
synthetic sheet cover, by Meridian Membranes, carrying a guarantee of at least 30
years. This will ensure there is no further damage to the building’s contents in times of
heavy rain.
In addition to a new roof, we decided to clad the outside of the building to make it
more weatherproof and add some thermal insulation. By using ‘log-lap’ profile wood
cladding and additional support timbers, the building has effectively developed an
‘exoskeleton’ with added structural strength as well as its fresh new look. This work
got off to a great start in September when a number of volunteers came in from
Cummins Power Generation, armed with woodworking tools, to commence the
cladding.

Before…

...and after!
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Careful management of the
funding budget, plus donations of
second-hand sash units, enabled
us to replace all of the windows in
the building with double-glazed
fittings, thereby adding to the
overall insulation. We are now
looking forward to a winter in the
building with less trepidation than
we have in the past!
We had no problems in
progressing the project, other than
delays due to the weather, the
delivery period for the new windows, and the availability of volunteers to carry out the
majority of the work. Nevertheless, thanks to concerted efforts by a core of people, all
of the major work was completed by the end of April 2015, and finished off in time for
the Open Day. There are still some minor items needing attention: these are held on a
‘snagging list’ at the reserve, so if anyone feels inclined to help out further…
Finally, the list of those who have helped make this possible is quite extensive, but the
‘main players’ who need to be thanked are:







The Veolia Environmental Trust – the providers of our funding
Meridian Membranes – for the flat roof replacement
W G Burbridge – for all of the timber supplies, at very reasonable cost
JAS Home Improvements – for the new double-glazed windows
Downfast Demolition – for donating the second-hand sash units
Cummins Power Generation – for substantial help in the form of labour

and importantly … all of our volunteers who helped out, without whom this project
would not have been possible.
Andrew Ogden
Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer

Our website has also had a facelift!
Go to www.monkton-reserve.org to see more

5

School visits on the rise at Monkton Nature Reserve
Local schools, Cubs, Guides and other groups are visiting the reserve in greater
numbers this year and it looks like being our best year yet for school educational trips.
One local Junior School from Ramsgate recently took part in “The Monkton Nature
Challenge”, where four teams competed against each other for the honour of “Best
Nature Group”. The students were encouraged to ask reserve staff questions on all
the activities they took part in, which included looking closely at birds of prey and to
discuss how they have adapted to their environment. The children also viewed fossils
and rocks, went pond-dipping to study close-up some pond invertebrates, and had a
walk around the nature reserve, to look at various plant and animal habitats and
discuss how and why they are classified.
Conservation Manager Dave Edgar said, “The students were kept busy all day and
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge, as did the staff. The winners took away an oak tree
to plant in their school grounds. The picnic lunch they brought also seemed to go
down very well”.
He added, “We are getting more and more bookings from
schools these days, which we really look forward to. Also
becoming popular are the guided walks of the reserve for
any interested groups, talking not only about the flora and
fauna but also some of the history of the reserve, which
dates as far back as 1799."
If you are interested in a school or group visit and want
more information, please contact Dave Edgar at the reserve
on 01843 822666 or by email at
monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com.
Dave Edgar
Want an oak tree? Saplings are
available from our plant stall

Bat & Moth evening
Sadly the cold, gloomy weather made for a disappointing bat
and moth evening in April, but we're hoping things will be
warmer and bring out many more moths for our next
attempt... So come and join us for what will be a great
evening of moth identification and bat detection with our
expert, Tony Harman. Weather permitting, of course, we will
set up a trap ready to attract moths and have bat detectors
available to identify any bats flying. So join us on Saturday
11th July at 8.30pm. Price £6 per person, £4 for members.
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Find out about fossils and dinosaurs
Come along to the Field Study Centre on
Tuesday 4th August from 1-2.30pm to find out
more about fossils and dinosaurs. Our expert,
Lester, will be on hand to tell us about:




What are dinosaurs?
A brief history of dinosaur hunting
Fossils and how to look for them.

The afternoon is suitable for all ages and will
cost £2 for members, £1 for children. Please call
us to book your place.

Inspired by bees?
Our beekeepers, Kathy and James Harris will be giving an
“Introduction to Beekeeping” on Saturday 15th August from
10am to 3pm (including an hour for lunch.) This has a slightly
hands-on approach so you should bring a packed lunch,
wellies and marigold gloves! There is a charge of £15 per
family (2 adults, 2 children) or £7.50 per person. Spaces are
limited so booking is essential - please contact the reserve
soon to book your place.

Looking for a children’s birthday party with a difference?
Have your day here at Monkton Nature Reserve. Call
Dave Edgar on 01843 822666 for more information

Remember, you can find out what’s happening
and see pictures and videos from around the
reserve on our Facebook page:
Monkton Nature Reserve Official Site.

7

Cream Tea and bird
art exhibition
in support of the Thanet Countryside Trust
Sunday 16th August, 2–5 pm
at The Slate Barn, Seamark Road, Brooksend,
Birchington CT7 0JL
(just off the Monkton roundabout)

Let us serve you a traditional cream tea in a peaceful and
beautiful garden on Sunday 16th August, 2–5pm.
Enjoy a walk around the garden and try your luck at our raffle,
or simply sit and enjoy your cream tea in the peace and
calm of the countryside.
This fundraising event is being held for
Monkton Nature Reserve at £5 a ticket per person.
Tickets are available in advance from Monkton Nature Reserve,
Canterbury Road, Monkton, CT12 4LH.
Telephone: 01843 822666.
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The Monkton Stargazers
Things have been relatively quiet for the Monkton Stargazers recently but we are
looking forward to a talk on 26th June at 7.30 pm on 'Hunting for Outbursting Young
Stars'.
The Thanet Observatory is involved in a project to view young protostars with the
Centre of Astrophysics and Planetary Sciences at the University of Kent at
Canterbury. Tim Long has been using his CCD camera to view star clusters in an
attempt to achieve clear long exposures so that measurements can be made on the
brightness of the stars. As stars form they can suddenly increase in brightness by a
factor of 10 or even 100 times. Wouldn’t it be amazing if we captured that event with
our telescope! This talk will explain the project and the theory behind it.

Tim Long’s observatory is now nearing completion – above is a photo showing him
working on it!
Monkton Stargazers will now close down till the Autumn. Keep an eye on the website
for future events and information.
John Hislop
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The Monkton Calendar
Calling all photographers! Don't forget that we are still looking for photos for our 2016
Monkton Calendar. We've seen many of you wandering around the reserve with some
very impressive cameras, so surely you must have taken some very impressive
pictures...
Please send in your pictures of plants, animals, features or scenes, with a note of the
month in which it was taken (we can't really use a snow scene for July, for example).
Sadly, there are no prizes, except the fame and glory of being a photographer in the
inaugural Monkton Nature Reserve calendar! We will of course credit your picture
with your name.
Please submit your photographs electronically to andrewogden@live.com.

Wanted!





We need children’s books!
Plants for sale
Small hard core and/or shingle
Carpet runners
Raffle prizes for the Cream Tea event

Please contact us at the reserve
if you can help.
Our stock of children’s books is
running low, so please remember
us when you are having a clearout. Dinosaurs and wildlife are
especially popular, but anything will
do, either non-fiction or fiction. If in
doubt, bring them along anyway –
we will sort them and recycle any
that we won’t be able to use.
Thank you!
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