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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 3 pm in
winter (closed only on Christmas Day and Boxing Day). So don your wellies
and your winter woollies for a stroll around the reserve, see how our Fairies on
the Fairy Trail are preparing for Christmas, and have a browse around our
museum and second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying we are open!

News from the reserve
September was very dry and the end of October was surprisingly warm, which was a
bonus for it brought us more visitors than usual during half-term. It kept the wildlife on
view too and youngsters were lucky to still see newts (below left) and slow-worms
(below right) out on the reserve at that time of year.

On one September day we had the spectacular sight of a group of 40-50 house
martins feeding high overhead, presumably making the most of the insect swarms
before flying to warmer climes for the winter. Long-tailed tits have been regularly seen
in the hawthorn bushes and up in the woodland; it is lovely to see these social birds
flitting about and to hear them chattering away to each other.
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In October parties of around 20 starlings at a time
passed thorough, before moving west. On one occasion
an estimated 120 starlings came through in less than 3
hours. Even some butterflies were making the most of
sunny spells in late October! Clouds of dragonflies were
flying on warm afternoons and common darters were still
laying eggs in the pond this late in the year.
We began to see goldfinches in October, with their
numbers increasing in November. Now that they are
beginning to feed on the niger seed in the bird viewing
area we can really appreciate their colours! And with the
unusually warm weather continuing in mid-November
we were still seeing violets, viper’s bugloss and mouseeared hawkbit in flower. However, the weather is
gradually turning colder and water level in
the pond is beginning to rise.
This picture (left) taken at the reserve
by one of our members, had us
scratching our heads. Is it a fat duck?
Or is it a strange pigeon lazing on the
cliff-face? It took a while before we
realised that it was, in fact, a peculiarshaped flint projecting from the chalk.
So we've now agreed that it is, of
course, a 'rock dove'. Thanks to Vic
for the use of his picture.

Raise money for us with your Christmas shopping
This Christmas we’re aiming to raise even more money in free donations from
easyfundraising.
Easyfundraising is a website that lets you raise a donation whenever you buy anything
online. Everything you buy via the site (eg Christmas presents, groceries, clothes,
books, train tickets, hotel rooms, etc) will help us and it won’t cost you a penny.
There are over 2,700 retailers registered
with the site, including Amazon, John
Lewis, eBay and Tesco, who will donate a
percentage of what you spend to Monkton
Nature Reserve to say thank you for
shopping with them.
Just visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk,
sign up and start shopping. It’s easy!
No cost, no catch!
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Fairyland at Christmas
If you have been down to the reserve over the
summer you may have noticed the network of small
fairy houses hidden away in secret locations. The
fairies seem to like it here as some of the houses now
have new roofs or doors. We've also noticed that
many of their homes have been decorated for
Christmas, so we're hopeful that the fairies will be
around for some time yet! Do come down to see for
yourselves over the Christmas holidays.

Come and see even more changes...
In the last newsletter, we outlined more improvements that we were pursuing at the
reserve, some of which are well under way! The Trust received a substantial grant
from the Veolia Environmental Trust towards the refurbishment of the Field Study
Centre. This has gone towards a whole new roof which is now complete, so we no
longer have any leaks or drips when it rains!
Work has also begun on external timber cladding to the walls, which should extend the
serviceable life of the building for at least another 20 years. Once again staff from
Cummins, the generator manufacturer, gave their valuable time and resources to help
us get this under way. After clearing the vegetation around the building and painting
the outer panels with waterproofing, the Cummins staff came for two days in
September to begin putting up batons, insulation and cladding the exterior of the
building with log-gap.
We understand that Cummins is undergoing a re-organisation that may delay their
original plans to support us. Despite this, we are extremely grateful to all their staff,
and especially Luke Warburton and Peter King who have helped us so far are
endeavouring to continue to work with us. For example, they are still providing us with
some materials so that we are able to progress the construction of a new Observatory.
At present, the external cladding is
complete on around half the building;
we waiting to install some new double
glazed windows in timber frames before
continuing the work. Once finished, the
building with be warmer, drier, cheaper
to run and much more comfortable to
visit!

Can you help? We are looking for volunteers with DIY skills, and especially
carpentry skills, to help install the windows and complete the log-lap cladding.
Please, please, get in touch if you can help!
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Why Monkton needs honeybees
In the Isle of Thanet and the surrounding area, beekeepers have united to share
information and their knowledge on keeping bees. This knowledge covers breeding
bees, the biology and health of all bees, to the annual cycle of looking after bees.
What do we get out of it? Ask ten beekeepers and you will have twelve different
answers.
Some of the obvious things one gets out
of being an apiarist are honey, wax, a
very relaxing hobby, friendship and, by
providing pollination you can do your bit
to help the environment. Let us know if
you want to keep honeybees and we will
help you with guidance. Beekeepers
hold regular meetings throughout the
year with additional education that is
informal and fun. Training can guide you
and hold your hand – that includes
attending conferences and receiving
magazines like BeeCraft. To enable our
world to survive, we need bees to
pollinate our crops.

A honeybee collects dandelion pollen

Bees move in...
At Monkton Nature Reserve and the surrounding area, local beekeepers were asked
to establish one honeybee hive, to share information and knowledge on keeping bees
effectively and safely. In 2013 a hive was introduced into Monkton, they built up into a
strong colony but then disaster struck. Upon inspection at the end of summer we
found thousands of bees in the hive - all DEAD. It was very upsetting - why oh why?
Looking around, there was no sign of any flying insects - no bumblebees, hoverflies,
gnats, butterflies - nothing. A chat with DEFRA's bee inspector confirmed our opinion
that it was likely to be the use of insecticides by farmers. So we decided to start again
early 2014 with a new swarm.
In April a swarm landed in a garden in Herne
Bay. The neighbour contacted us through a
Monkton member and this set Kathy, the swarm
collector, into action. By evening time the
swarm was housed in the hive at Monkton. The
new honeybees started to build up well until the
"June Gap". (This is a time in June when
countrywide flora produces less flowers with
nectar and pollen, while in urban gardens there
is ample forage for bees. Many gardeners plant
flowers, shrubs and trees to be bee-friendly.)
A small swarm
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This June Gap caused a small set-back,
but soon the bees were foraging on
blackberry and ivy, building up to a full and
healthy colony, with plenty of pollen and
honey ready for over-wintering into 2015.
Left: a brood – multi-coloured pollen, white
and capped larvae

James and Kathy
Monkton Beekeepers

The Monkton Calendar
Calling all photographers! Don't forget that we are still looking for photos for our 2016
Monkton Calendar. We've seen many of you wandering around the reserve with some
very impressive cameras, so surely you must have taken some very impressive
pictures...
Please send in your pictures of plants animals, features or scenes, with a note of the
month in which it was taken (we can't really use a snow scene for July, for example.).
Sadly, there are no prizes, except the fame and glory of being a photographer in the
inaugural Monkton Nature Reserve calendar! We will of course credit your picture
with your name.
Please submit your photographs electronically to andrewogden@live.com.

NOW at Monkton Nature
Reserve
MASSIVE Book Sale: Christmas books,
special offers, and nearly-new books
at very attractive prices!
Open 10am-3pm every day
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The Education Garden
For the past couple of years we have been working on developing an area near the
Field Study Centre that we could use as an outdoor classroom and work space.
Although to begin with there was not a clear vision of what we wanted to achieve with
the space, over time small projects have helped us see the bigger picture. We began
by landscaping the area, created a pathway and cut some large steps into the bank so
that we could use it as a stage for presentations. Other projects included the addition
of two large raised beds, planting a young privet hedge and crafting a living willow
fence.

Over the summer we asked a group of adults and support workers from the Walmer
Centre in Deal if they would be interested in taking on some work in the Education
Garden. The group have been members for a while and were keen to get stuck into
something new. Led by staff members Vic Wilson and Martin Keane, they have
created some new, wildlife-friendly features to the area including an insect house
(pictured above), a compost heap, hand-made bird boxes and more natural fencing.
The group have plans in the spring to plant medicinal herbs in one of the raised beds
with the theme centred on plants with healing properties. The other bed will be used
to grow organic vegetables again.
We'd like to thank the group from the Walmer Centre for all their hard work so far and
look forward to seeing what new ideas they will bring in the coming months.
Sam Richardson
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The Monkton Stargazers
A lot has happened with the Monkton Stargazers since the last newsletter. In
September John Hislop gave a talk on what is visible in the Autumn night sky. Public
viewing sessions started again on the fourth Friday of the month, or when the sky was
clear with impromptu viewings. The 12 inch telescope in the Thanet Observatory, with
Tim Long at the controls, enabled us to see the beauty of the Hercules cluster of
hundreds of thousands of stars, considered to be the finest globular cluster in the
northern hemisphere. Next on show was the Ring Nebula in the constellation of Lyra.
We could see faint Albireo with our eyes but the telescope revealed that it is in fact a
double star, one yellow and one blue. Of course we had to see the Moon with its
amazing features of impact craters and plains. We saw distant Uranus in our solar
system and the Andromeda galaxy, twice as big as our Milky Way and heading
towards us; an awesome sight.
As part of World Space Week in October
Luigi of f1telescopes gave an informative
talk on which telescope to choose. He
brought a wide selection for us to examine
and to tempt us! We should not be beguiled
by those sold by large chains or electronics
shops. 11-year-old Adam Jacques (left)
brought his telescope along and Luigi was
able to give him guidance on how to get the
best performance from it. On the Saturday
we picked up the signal from the orbiting
funcube satellite and in the evening we saw
the International Space Station pass over
us. The sky was beautifully clear and we
could see the Milky Way clearly. On the Sunday Marino from the European Space
Agency gave advice to youngsters wanting to go into the Space Industry. The
Hilderstone radio club helped the proceedings with their satellite and radio hunting below we see Georgi and Bobby Jourgs and Kizzie Mabberley hunting the radio fox.
The Monkton Stargazers have embarked on a
citizen science project run by Dr Dirk Froebrich at
the Centre for Astrophysics & Planetary Science in
the University of Kent. We are measuring the
brightness of young stars in the hope of capturing a
sudden increase by a factor of ten or even a
hundred. It is a very long-term project - we could
detect a change tomorrow or in thirty years’ time!
We will be having another observatory soon! Tim is
building his observatory next to the present one and
it will be fully autonomous. This means we can
access the images it takes from the comfort of our
homes via the internet.
John Hislop
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Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year to
all our members!
A message to all our members
As 2014 draws to a close we would like to take this opportunity to thank
all our members, supporters, volunteers and visitors for your help and
input this year. Without your financial support, your co-operation and
collaboration, and hours and hours of your physical labour, we would
not have achieved all that we did this year. And without your
encouragement, your feedback and tales of what you've experienced
on the reserve, it wouldn't have been so much fun either! A heartfelt
thank you to you all, and we hope to continue seeing you and sharing
this precious little gem with you throughout 2015.

Wanted! (or all we want for Christmas is...)













Terracotta or clay garden pots for our plant stall
Pieces of carpet and/or rugs and carpet runners
Push-in LED light bulbs to help conserve the solar output
Tin cans (baked bean size)
Biscuit tins
Paint, all types (but especially external)
Timber
Grit/small stone for nature trails
Bubble wrap
New or reusable jiffy bags for postage - all sizes
Pick axes, crow bars and garden tools
A table suitable for crafts (please call us first)

Also wanted - SPONSORSHIP for:
Tree identification labels (around £250)
Printing;
Fairy trail;
School visits
Please call us to discuss, or if you would like to advertise in our newsletter
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