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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 3 pm in 
winter.  However, from April 1st we are extending our summer opening hours 
so you can visit us from 10 am to 5 pm!  So bring a picnic and make it a whole 
day out for all the family, stroll around the nature trails, explore our new 
dinosaur hunt (from Easter), and have a browse around our museum and 
second-hand bookshop.  If the flag is flying we are open!   
 
 

Wildlife news from the reserve, February 2014 

 
A visit to the reserve on 9th February revealed an extraordinary vista.  The whole of 
the main pond area and accompanying trails and signage had disappeared under 
what can only be described as a lake of water (see below).  
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Secondary ponds had appeared 
elsewhere with the Secret Garden now 
under water (opposite).  This level of 
water seems to be a record high. 
 
Several important questions have been 
asked for which answers are difficult. 
 
The first - what can be done about it?  
The answer is that in this part of the 
reserve we are at the mercy of the 
Thanet water table and powerless to 
control its rise and fall. 
 

When will the water subside?  An unknown, but it will take many weeks and possibly 
months to get back to a level where the margins of the pond are visible. 
 
What will be the effect of the flooding on the flora and fauna?  Again, a very difficult 
question.  Many invertebrates and plants can withstand short periods of submergence.  
However, this current situation is extreme.  It is likely that many invertebrates which 
are hibernating at various stages of their life histories will perish.  The water is so high 
that many amphibians, which at present are still in hibernation in localities normally 
above the water level, will now find themselves inundated.  Since the temperature 
level is not high enough to enable active movement it is highly likely that many will die.  
This may include great-crested newts, one of our most notable species.  These newts 
have already colonised the new pond near the entrance and this population, which is 
above water level, may become the ‘banker’ to save the population. 
 
The flooded area is also the main site for southern marsh orchids and it remains to be 
seen if and how many survive. 
 
As well as flooding there has been a major cliff fall, probably the most rock falling at 
one time so far recorded.  As can be seen from the photograph below, several tons of 
rock have fallen from the very top of the cliff-face right to the bottom.  This has 
obliterated the basal section of scree and brought down surface turf to the new section 
of rock.  This gives an indication of the danger posed to researchers working near the 
rock face.  It will also provide a 
wonderful opportunity to study the 
recolonisation by plants of this virgin 
area.  
 
From what we have seen so far it 
looks as if 2014 will be an exciting 
year and we hope that monitoring of 
changes will constitute an important 
part of the fieldwork undertaken from 
now on. 
 

Tony Harman, February 2014. 
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Volunteers repair storm damage 

 
As you know, this year’s storms 
caused a lot of damage and 
destruction to the landscape and to 
many trees in particular, but thanks 
to the Big Tree Plant scheme we 
have been able to replace some of 
those lost.  Here at Monkton Nature 
Reserve we lost some large trees 
as well as smaller ones.  One large 
cherry that looked perfectly healthy 
came down in the very high winds 
(who said we were sheltered!) and 
many elders, both large and small, 
were completely uprooted or 
severely damaged. 
 
The good news is that staff and 
volunteers have managed to clear 
the damaged trees over the past 
months and volunteers have already 
been busy planting replacement 
trees and shrubs to compensate for 
the loss.  Indeed, by the end of 
March we will have planted over 
200 trees and shrubs to replace the  
20 or so that were lost.   

 
The new trees come courtesy of 
the Big Tree Plant project, with 
over 100 free trees from the 
Woodland Trust.  Last year we 
planted more than 500 trees from 
these two organisations, so a big 
thanks to them! 
 
Most of this year’s trees will be 
planted in The Secret Garden 
which, as I write (18th February), 
is completely flooded.  They will 
go in as soon as the water 
recedes.  Conservation Manager 
Dave Edgar said “It`s just as well 
they hadn`t been planted prior to 

the flooding, as it would not have given them the best start.  However, when they are 
eventually planted they will enhance the garden and have a real impact.” 
 
Anyone wishing to get involved in volunteering can contact us on 01843 822666 seven 
days a week, or email us at contact@monkton-reserve.org. 
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Hoodeners 

 
Our funds received a nice boost this winter thanks to the St Nicholas at Wade 
Hoodeners.  Hoodening is an East Kent winter custom dating back many centuries.  A 
small band of local villagers tour local pubs and private parties, performing a topical 
humorous play along the traditional mumming themes of death and resurrection.  A 
new play in rhyming couplets is written each year by one of the troupe, and often has 
references to recent local, national and international events.  The evening usually 
ends up with a sing-song and a collection for charity.  In the two weeks before 
Christmas the St Nicholas Hoodeners managed to raise £600 for Monkton Nature 
Reserve! 
 
Our heartfelt thanks to the Musician, Sam the farmworker, the Waggoner, Moll and 
Dobbin the hooden horse (pictured below), presenting Dave with their generous 
cheque. 
 

 
 
Look out for them performing next winter!  Anyone wanting to book the Hoodeners 
should call Roy Fairbrass on 01843 847012. 
 
Remember… “If ye the Hooden Horse do feed, throughout the year ye shall not need.” 
 
 
 

 

 
Keep up-to-date with what’s happening at the reserve via Twitter!  
https://twitter.com/monktonreserve 

 
 

https://twitter.com/monktonreserve
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Volunteers 
 
When you visit the reserve and see all the work that is taking place and the changes 
that have occurred over the last few years, give a thought to the time that has been 
willingly given by many volunteers of all ages and with varied interests.  Many of the 
projects that the outdoor volunteers help with include tree planting, scrub clearing, 
path maintenance, pond cleaning and building fences. 
 
Not only do we enjoy the results of their efforts outside but we have other volunteers 
who help with the bookshop, computer and administration work in the Field Study 
Centre.  We appreciate all the efforts of our volunteers and would like to invite others 
who might like to help with any of these tasks, as well as others such as cleaning, 
painting, building maintenance.  There is always a lot to do on such a large site. 
You can be an adult of any age and can come along on days to suit you (we are open 
seven days a week) and work with a team if you prefer to do so. 
 
Come along to the reserve any time and talk to the day manager to see how we go 
about these daily projects, or telephone 01843 822666. 
 
 

Help us grow by planting seeds 
 
Grab yourself a bargain next time you visit the 
reserve.  Along with our bargain plant selection, 
we are now stocking vegetable and flower seeds 
at just £1 per pack, including butternut squash, 
tomatoes and broccoli.  
 
To brighten up your garden this spring and 
summer we have some British native flower seeds 
such as wild teasel (below), cowslip, yellow-rattle 
and the red field poppy (opposite) to 
commemorate the anniversary of the First World 
War.  We also stock cottage garden plant seeds 
sweet william, foxgloves and corn cockle.  All the 
seeds are good quality EU standard.  So give 
them a try and help us raise funds to support the reserve’s  
conservation and education work.  

 
 
We are a “not for profit” organisation and any 
funds we raise will be put back in to make the 
reserve a better place for you and your family to 
enjoy.  
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The Monkton Stargazers 
 
The Monkton Stargazers celebrated National Astronomy Week 2014 by having the 
Observatory open every evening of the week with public viewing sessions and talks.  It 
was an amazing success!  Paul Sutherland, who writes for the BBC Sky at Night 
magazine, told us about the powerful telescopes he has visited around the world as a 
journalist.  Alan Buckman, who built the drive systems for our telescope, gave us 
useful tips on how to start in astronomy, what to buy and what not to buy.  We had 
wonderful views of Jupiter and its moons, as well as the Orion nebula and the Crab 
nebula.  

Later in the week our Moon was visible with its craters.  John Carruthers took a photo 
of Jupiter and it was shown on BBC’s The One Show!  Chris Daniel took this superb 
photo of Orion over the Observatory.  Agata Makiela, who is doing her PhD at the 
University of Kent, waved a red torch during the exposure to produce the light effect. 
 
We will be continuing with public viewing sessions on the fourth Friday of the month, 
(25th April, 23rd May and 27th June - booking required).  We also have open afternoons 
on the second Saturday of each month (12th April, 10th May and 14th June). 
 

John Hislop 
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Open Day opportunities  
 
Our annual Open Day at Monkton Nature Reserve is fast approaching: on Sunday 
25th May.  We look forward to seeing you there, if not before!  
 
We will have a range of stalls featuring items such as local produce, arts & crafts, 
related charities, etc.  Before we advertise this opportunity more widely, we are inviting 
Trust members with an interest in running a stall to apply for a pitch first.  
 
The normal cost for a pitch is £25, but our Trustees have agreed to let Trust members 
reserve a pitch for £20.  In addition, if you, or an organisation, merely wish to hand out 
information then we can provide a pitch for free.  (Please note, this may not be the 
provision of a physical ‘pitch’, but permission to hand out information to visitors).  
 
If this appeals to you, please register your interest by sending an e-mail to 
contact@monkton-reserve.org (or a letter if you prefer), stating your intended use of 
the pitch.  Payment to secure the pitch will be expected by Friday 9th May latest.  
 
Once we have these ‘expressions of interest’ we will issue further information about 
pitch size and location, etc.  
 
Finally, perhaps you are not interested, but do you know someone who may be?  In 
which case, please forward these details and again ask them to get in touch with us.  
 
Many thanks for your help with, what we hope to be, a very successful Open Day.  
 

Andrew Ogden  
Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer  

 
 
 

Open Day help needed! 
 
We desperately need volunteers to help out at our Open Day.  If you can spare a few 
hours to sell plants or books, make tea, sell cakes, persuade people to become 
members, or just generally point people in the right direction, we need you!  The Open 
Day is Sunday 25th May from 10am to 5pm.   
 
We will also need: 
 

 Cakes and biscuits for sale 

 Plants for the plant stall 

 Prizes for the tombola  

 High-value items for the Secret Auction 
 
Please contact Dave or Sam if you can help on 01843 
822666 or email contact@monkton-reserve.org.  

mailto:contact@monkton-reserve.org
mailto:contact@monkton-reserve.org


 

8 

Easyfundraising  
 
Dear Member,  
 
May we draw your attention to a simple way of raising funds for the Thanet 
Countryside Trust that doesn't actually cost you a penny? 
 
This is through a charity support organisation called Easyfundraising.  Easyfundraising 
is a great way to raise money for charities, schools, sports clubs, community groups, 
and other good causes by shopping online.  You don’t pay anything extra.  So far 
Easyfundraising has raised over £5 million for causes throughout the UK. 
 

How it works:  
1. Start at Easyfundraising.  Let's say for example you want to buy a book from 
Amazon. Instead of going to amazon.co.uk, you go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk first 
or you can use the Easyfundraising toolbar (which can be installed from their website).  
 
2. Make a purchase.  Click through from the Easyfundraising website to Amazon to 
make your purchase. The price of the book is exactly the same as if you'd visited 
Amazon directly. 
 
3. We receive the donation.  After you have bought your book, Amazon will make a 
donation to your cause as a thank you for shopping with them.  Easyfundraising 
collect these donations on our behalf, and forward them to us. The beauty of it is... it 
costs nothing!  
 
In 2013 £100 was raised for the Thanet Countryside Trust this way.  This year we 
hope to better this sum considerably, with your help.  So please take some time to visit 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and see the full details of how it works.  
 
On their home page you sign up to help us - click on the "Support a good cause" box 
and enter "Monkton Nature Reserve" in the "Name of good cause" box.  (Or you can 
'find' us using our postcode CT12 4LH).  You should see Monkton Nature Reserve 
listed; click on "Support this cause" and follow the next steps to create your own 
account.  (We will be registering "Thanet Countryside Trust" separately, and will notify 
you when this has been done).  
 
At the end of this process, or when you log in again, you will be able to "Search for a 
retailer or product": then you are at Stage 1 of "How it works" above.  Yes, it really is 
that simple!  If you do get lost, there is plenty of guidance on the Easyfundraising 
website.  
 
Do please register us as your chosen charity, and do please remember to make your 
purchases through www.easyfundraising.org.uk even if you visit the supplier's website 
first to look up prices.  Many thanks for your help and support; we look forward to 
receiving your donations, which cost you nothing.  
 

Andrew Ogden 
Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Quiz Night 
 
On Wednesday 5th February the Elephant & Castle pub in Ramsgate hosted a quiz 
night to raise funds for Monkton Nature Reserve.  They regularly put on quiz nights, 
with the money raised each time going to a local cause.  There were eight or nine 
teams taking part, so it was set to be a competitive night!  The reserve fielded a team 
comprised of myself, Dave Edgar and his wife Jayne, Vic Wilson and Martin 
Sheppard.  A wide range of subjects were covered over the rounds and our general 
knowledge was really put to the test. 
 
At the end of the night it was a three-way tie for first place between us and two of the 
regular teams!  There was a tie-break question to decide the winner: “On average, 
how many pairs of underpants does a British male own?”  The answer is apparently 
16!  All teams guessed fewer than this, but one team was closer than us. 
 
All in all it was a great night and £250 was raised for the reserve!  We'd like to extend 
a big thank you to the 'Lady Victuallers' for organising the event, the Elephant & Castle 
pub for hosting and all the participants involved on the night. 
 

Sam Richardson 
 
 

On the buses 
 
Did you know that you can now travel to Monkton 
Nature Reserve on the bus, and get on and off at the 
entrance?  
 
Our local bus company Stagecoach have now 
included us as a formal request stop on their route 
from Ramsgate to Canterbury (Route 9).  We haven’t 
got as far as getting a pole, flag and lay-by just yet, 
but drivers have been instructed to stop if requested 
(and we’re included in their route schedule).  
 
So have a day out “on the buses”.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
 

  

Look out for the Acol Dog Show on 
Sunday 6th July.  There will be 33 
novelty classes including ‘Waggiest tail’, 
‘Wettest nose’ and ‘Fastest sausage 
eater’.  All proceeds go to Monkton 
Nature Reserve so please come along 
and give us your support!  Acol 
Recreation Ground, Acol (near 
Birchington).  Judging begins at 10am.  
We also need volunteers on the day – 
please contact us if you can help. 
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Thanet Countryside Trust and Management Committee 
 
The Trustees are looking to strengthen the Thanet Countryside Trust management 
teams of trustees and management committee.  
 
We would like to invite applications from members of the Trust, volunteers and other 
interested persons who feel they can make a difference by contributing to the planning 
decisions and day-to-day running of the Trust and Monkton Nature Reserve. 
 
Please understand that we are looking for enthusiastic people who have the time to 
attend at the reserve as well as come to occasional trustee meetings and/or monthly 
committee meetings.  No special skills are needed; the existing teams have a wealth 
of various life and work experiences to which we want to add. 
 
If you would like to discuss these vacancies, please telephone 01843 822666 and 
speak to John McPherson or Ros Facey, or arrange to come along to the reserve and 
talk informally about these opportunities to help the Trust. 
 
 
 

Wanted! 
 

 Hard core required for a new car parking area.  Needs to be delivered to 
the Field Study Centre either on a trailer or in bags.  No huge slabs, and 
no soil please. 

 A solid wood door to replace one at the Observatory.  We might be 
able to collect. 

 Timber.  Pieces of wood of all sizes and types (in good usable 
condition) are useful so please bring along any surplus that you have. 

 Plants.  Now is the time to pass us a few of those plants that you have 
sown or nursed through winter and find that you have too many!  Our 
plant sales over the last two years have helped to raise more funds so 
we hope to increase our plant sales this year. 

 Unwanted packets of seed. 

 Straw bales for seating on our Open Day on Sunday 25th May (we can 
possibly collect). 

 Paint, garden and household tools are all needed. 

 Items for a Secret Auction.  We are holding another Secret Auction at 
our Open Day this year, on Sunday 25th May.  Its success relies on good 
quality, high-value items to auction, so if you have anything suitable that 
you could donate for the auction, please let us know or bring it in.  

 Tombola prizes for our Open Day. 
 

This is a partial list of current requirements - if you have items that you think we might 
be able to use please phone to talk about them: 01843 822666.  
 


