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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 3pm in winter. Now is
a good time for a bracing walk around the nature trails, followed by a browse around our
museum and second-hand bookshop. If the flag is flying we are open! For more
information contact us on 01843 822666, email contact@monkton-reserve.org or visit our
website www.monkton-reserve.org.

Review of the year 2013

You may not think so, but the folks of Thanet got off lightly this year in terms of cold and
frost. Although there were ten frosts recorded in January, there were only five in February,
four in March and one in April.

For birds, however, especially ground feeders, a bigger danger can be the snow. At the
reserve we clear patches and top up the feeders for the birds when snow is on the ground,
to increase their chance of survival. Believe me, they are not shy in coming forward.

Our new bird viewing station has been a popular success with birds and visitors alike and
has enabled people to see birds close-up that they are not normally able to see, such as
redpolls, goldfinches and greenfinches. There was a big increase in redpoll numbers at
Monkton Nature Reserve this year, mainly in the early spring; they are lovely little birds with
a distinctive red patch on their heads. Keep a look out for them as they are definitely on the
increase at feeding stations and are rapidly becoming the new garden finch.

The RSPB recommends putting out calorie-
rich foods like niger seed, fat balls, sunflower
seeds and good-quality peanuts. Also, mild
grated cheese, cooked rice and porridge will
022a0 | 0A NR&gehtnbng 2 NFE
know only too well! Although winter feeding
benefits birds most, food shortages can occur
at any time of the year and by feeding birds
all year round, they have a better chance of
survival. Putting out fresh water can also be
vital when the pond and streams are frozen.
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On a more pessimistic note, our bee hive population collapsed this year and we await the
reasons why this happened. This was a real shame as they seemed to be doing so well for
quite some time. Nevertheless, there will be another colony to take its place next year.

It was a generally good year for wildlife at the reserve, with lots of grass snakes, lizards and
slow worms; flocks of redwings and goldfinches from mid-October; and numerous sightings
of buzzards, although no young sparrowhawks to report like last year. Moorhens were
spotted on the ponds and the kestrels nested again this year, had some young and seem to
be thriving.

Two nervous-looking pheasants greeted me at the main gate as | arrived on November 5"
(bonfire night), but ran into the undergrowth when the large metal gate clanged open.

In terms of flora, the orchids near dragonfly pond suffered as a result of flooding in the
spring. While they appeared late (like most plants this year), they were also rather shorter
than usual. Although late flowering, it seems we have had plants making up for it, by
remaining in flower a bit later this autumn, with viperQ auglods and some others still out in
mid-November.

Finally, the gales in October brought down a large
sycamore in the woodland which was swiftly
dealt with by the staff. It took a fair bit of effort
to carefully remove it, as it was hung up in an
adjacent tree. All the fallen branches have been
used for path markings on the trails and habitat
piles in the woodland. So nothing goes to waste.
Perfect!

Dave Edgar

Help us grow by planting seeds

Grab yourself a bargain next time you visit the reserve. Along with our bargain plant
selection, we are now stocking vegetable and flower seeds at just 99p per pack, including
butternut squash, tomatoes and broccoli.

To brighten up your garden this spring and summer we will have some British native flowers
such as wild teasel, cowslip and yellow rattle, and the red field poppy to commemorate the
anniversary of The First World War. We will stock cottage garden plants sweet william,
foxgloves and corncockle. All the seeds are good-quality EU standard. So give them a try
and help us raise funds to support the reserve@ conservation and education work.

We are a not-for-profit organisation and any funds we raise will be put back in to make the
reserve a better place for you and your family to enjoy.
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Team volunteering day

On Wednesday 25t September we had a team of volunteers from the company Celgene
come in and complete some conservation work for us. Team member Heidi Schofield got in
touch as the group were looking to do some team-building volunteer work outside of the
office.

The group of six came in at 10am
and spent the whole day helping
to dig out reed-mace in and
around the lowerpond. L (i Q &
a couple of years since we did
any reed clearance and itQ
surprising how quickly it spreads!
The reeds also have a large root
system which makes it hard to
dig them out, as they are all
connected under the soil.

Clearing the reeds is an essential conservation task because if they are left for too long they
will spread across the whole pond. In turn this will end up inhibiting the growth of other
water-loving plants, such as yellow flag irises and water lilies, which help to make a diverse
habitat for pond creatures.

The group did a great job and worked really hard in
getting this major task under way. Our thanks go out to
Heidi and the rest of the team for all their hard work.

Sam Richardson

Shopping online this Christmas?
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when shopping online this Christmas, by registering first with
easyfundralsmg org.uk. Retailers will donate a percentage of your spend ‘|r Y '
“ FuNJH
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their voucher codes and discounts. For more details go to:

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/monktonreserve
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First impressions

| guess that, since this newsletter is distributed
to the members of the Thanet Countryside
Trust, there is no point in me extolling the
virtues of the nature reserve. No doubt you will
already share my enthusiasm for what the
reserve offers. So instead, please let me share
with you a few of my first impressions of life on
the reserve.

My first thoughts can be summed up in one
word: overwhelming, pl NIi A Odzf I NJX
potential to be a centre of excellence for
ecological conservation and education in East Kent. The possibilities and opportunities are
endless, as all of the raw materials already exist on the site: its flora and fauna and habitats.
It only takes a little imagination to visualise what could be created with appropriate levels of
support and investment.

My second impression can also be captured in a word: enthusiasm. The volunteers, staff
and trustees of the Thanet Countryside Trust seem to have boundless energy to devote to
maintaining and developing the reserve, often in difficult circumstances, while struggling
against a mountain of issues, and sometimes while holding down a full-time career. ltis
much more than a hobby to those involved, it is a vocation.

| have worked for a charity before (the Campaign to Protect Rural England), but this was
well-established with significant funds to call on. What | find so exciting about the Trust is
the challenge we face to realise its potential, both on Monkton Nature Reserve, and across
Thanet in general. | would like to think that | have joined the Trust at a time when
possibilities are just starting to turn into realities.

Do | have a message for the membership? Yes, and | believe this cannot be contained in a
single word. Itis a request to spread the word about the Trust and particularly about the
reserve, to encourage people to visit and support us. | guess many of the residents of East
Kent do not realise what an environmental gem they have on their doorstep; perhaps now is
the time to draw their attention to it.

Andrew Ogden, Fundraising, Education and Marketing Officer

Youcannowkeepup-to-RI 1S gAGK ¢KI GQa KI LI
via Twitter!
https://twitter.com/monktonreserve
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L (tidéto talk

| would guess that if a survey was conducted amongst the residents of Thanet, over 50% of
those interviewed will not have heard of the Thanet Countryside Trust. If this were
applicable to the population of Kent, then something needs to be done to lift our profile and
encourage people to learn more about us. This is where we wish to employ your help!

52y Q0 0 $lam fiotadkivgyde to mount a recruitment drive to gain more members

(although new supporters are always welcome); L. YSNBf & gl yi e&2dz (2

about the Thanet Countryside Trust and Monkton Nature Reserve.

This can be achieved in a number of simple ways, none particularly onerous:

T

Rather than throw away (or recycle) this copy of the newsletter once you have
finished reading it, why not pass it on to a friend, neighbour or colleague?

Alternatively, the newsletter could be left in waiting rooms, libraries, or on the train;
anywhere that it might come to the attention of the public.

If the opportunity arises in conversation with friends, neighbours and colleagues (for
example, talking about charities), mention the Trust and the Reserve.

Many of our supporters are also members of other charities and organisations, some
of which we are often aligned to. We would really appreciate an introduction to such
groups to raise our profile amongst their membership. We are willing to give a talk on
0 KS ¢ NYiziedif@sked. | OG A

If someone asks about membership, encourage them. We are always interested in
receiving new members, particularly anyone who wishes to contribute their expertise.

This applies equally to volunteers, especially those with skills or knowledge that would
be an asset to us. This can be particularly appealing to recently retired professionals
who wish to share their knowledge and experience.

CAYylLffex a1l Y2NB 27F dzaH LT GKSNBQa
wish to know about, do get in touch. Your membership, support and involvement is as
important to us as that from any new member.

Raising our profile is very important, and your assistance will be most gratefully appreciated.
From awareness grows knowledge, understanding will grow support, from our membership
we will gain in strength. After all, would you support an organisation that you knew very
little about?

Andrew Ogden

Pa L.
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What a difference a year makes!

| thought | would share three pictures of
Monkton Nature Reserve | took in January
2012, January 2013 and February 2013. The
pictures show Monkton Nature Reserve's
main pond.

CANRGIZ owRKGNERRENJabuwrs |
2012. Then a year later, January 2013,

heavy rains and flooding were followed

by the big freeze. A month later, February
2013, the pond had thawed.

What a difference a year makes between
the first two, taken one year apart. What a
difference a month makes, between the big
freeze and the thaw earlier this year!

| wonder what January 2014 will bring?

Peter Wigley
Remember, you can keep
up-to-RIF 4GS GAGK

facebook happening around the

reserve on Facebook:

Monkton Nature Reserve Official Site.

,2dzQftf FAYR Ylyeé Y2N
and can add your own discoveries too.

Thank you!
‘ Many thanks to local business Thanet Earth for their donations of wood and
other materials during the year. This has been a great help in keeping the
—= : reserve up to scratch and safe for all our visitors.

7
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Fundraising

Christmas is the time of year when charity appeals take off. Hardly a day goes by in
December without some cause or other getting in touch and begging for our support. Many
make good use of the money they receive, but it is impossible to fund them all. Which is
why this is not yet another begging letter, but a summary of the different ways the Thanet
Countryside Trust can be supported, some of which do not entail money.

Legacies Quite simply put, please remember us in your will. Legacies can be comparatively
simple to arrange; advice is available from a solicitor, or on-line.

Legacies-in-kind A gift after your death need not be monetary, but can be in the form of an
object that might hold financial value. The charity takes ownership and can either sell it to
raise funds, or keep it as an investment.

Donations These are most welcomed by charities. Donations do not need to be large, for
even small amounts are a help, for those small items of expenditure.

Donations-in-kind Similar to legacies-in-kind, the gift of an object that has some financial
worth can be just as helpful. The value does not need to be large.

Membership Having a reliable income from membership helps us budget and plan for the
year ahead. Some generous members add a donation to their membership fee, which is
always welcome.

Visits Non-members pay a nominal fee to visit the reserve and all income from admission
charges goes towards our work. The Trust is a not-for-profit organisation, with no owners
or shareholders. Each time visitors come to the reserve, their fees are helping us out.

Encouraging visits We love to see new faces. Try to encourage those you know to visit us
sometime, or bring along a friend on your next visit.

Sharing ideas If you have an idea how we might raise further funds for the Trust, do let us
know. It may be something none of us have thought of, or a scheme you have seen
elsewhere. This could be by putting us in touch with a prospective benefactor, or advising
us where we may get materials cheaply or for free.

Gift Aid An easy way to increase your support is through Gift Aid. If you are a UK tax payer,
the Trust can reclaim the tax on your donation or payment. We are able to claim 25p for
every £1 donated (i.e. another 25%). Gift Aid can also apply to donations-in-kind.

If you would like any further information or advice, please get in touch through my email
address: andrewogden@live.com.

Andrew Ogden, Fundraising, Education and Marketing Officer
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Monkton wildlife news

By the time late autumn arrives it is reasonable to suppose there is little to see in the way of
invertebrates on our reserve. However, this is far from true and, provided the sun is shining
and it is not too windy, it is surprising what can still be seen. The following notes are based
on a mere 45-minute wander in the lower section of the reserve on 20" October, 2013. By
this time of the year a number of insects which have ¢
spent the summer gradually developing to maturity are
now adults and ready to mate and lay eggs, before
ddz00dzyo Ay 3 G2 GKS GAYyGSN
this is the Common Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus
brunneudright). The female lays eggs in the soil
surface where they remain until spring.

Another example is the Common Darter Dragonfly
Synpetrum striolatum(left), one of the latest-flying
dragonflies in Britain. On this occasion their favourite
basking perches were on the timbers marking the sides of
the nature trail.

A somewhat lucky sighting was that of the parasitic
wasp Ichneumorstramentariug(right). This is one of a
large group of wasps parasitic on the caterpillars of
moths. The female lays an egg on or inside a caterpillar
and the emerging larva feeds on the non-vital parts of
the moth caterpillar until the parasite is fully
developed. The caterpillar dies as a result but it is
probably advantageous in controlling what might be
caterpillars in plague proportions.

A final stroke of luck was spotting an Angle-shades Moth

Phlogophora meticulos@eft) sitting on a plant head.

¢KS Y2iKQa FYIFITAy3a NBadGAy3a LI
crumpled like a dead leaf provides it with excellent

camouflage during daylight hours.

The above indicates a rich assemblage of insects and we
can hope that the superb conservation efforts of our
volunteers this year will lead to even more improved results in 2014.

All photographs were taken by Alison Finch who also edited and formatted this article.
Thanks to her for her tolerance and patience!

Tony Harman.
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Monkton Science Group round-up

The Monkton Science Group has 55 members on its

mailing list. Nearly half of them have attended the

induction course, explaining the coordinate systems used

in astronomy and how to use our telescope. Aftera

couple of false starts with bad weather, the first public
viewing session was held on the 25th October. Clear skies
enabled us to see the Andromeda Galaxy and the Ring
bSodz I T GKSNB 4SNB Ylye S|
visitors.

Further viewing sessions are planned for 2014. These are provisionally set for the fourth

Friday of the month, that is 24th January, 28th February, 28th March, 25th April, 23rd May,

27th June and 25th July. Please see our website for further details: http://www.monkton-

reserve.org/T FNRBY (GKS K2YS LI 3IS A2 (G2 a¢KS ¢KIySi
with clear skies we plan to have an impromptu viewing session, notifying our members by

email. The cost of events such as the public viewing evening is £5 per head, or £3 for

members of the Thanet Countryside Trust.

Astronomy talks have also taken place, includingd ¢ KS . A @hat We ¢ad $81n The
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demonstrations during these talks where possible, such as of the Doppler Effect. Details of
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Life And Death Of SU | NaBil §e sent out to those on our astronomy mailing list. Also, on

Friday 10 January at 7.30pm I 8 0 NP LIK@ aA OA &l ¢2Y [ Baplandtyg gAf f 0
Are There Alien CA @A £ A & | wilkaBo/tdudk épon astefd-seismology, the oscillations of

stars.

Local schools have also shown an interest in the resources at the Thanet Observatory.
Wellesley House School is hoping to bring pupils to an evening viewing session, now made
possible by the dark early evenings of winter. Minster Primary School is looking for advice
from our group on computer programming for its pupils. Also, at Callis Grange Nursery and
Infant School, the pupils will be doing LED investigations and learning Morse code.

Finally, in association with the Hilderstone Amateur Radio and Electronics Club, the reserve
hostedi KS aWF YO 2NBS 2y (GKS TANE F2N 0KS wmald . AN
enjoyed various activities on radio communications, a useful learning experience for them.

If you are interested in joining the Monkton Science Group, please leave your name and
email address with the Field Study Centre at the reserve. Currently, there is no joining fee

(although this may change).

John Hislop
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We would like to wish all our members a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for your support during 2013, and
we hope you will consider re-joining and
GAAAUAY 3 dza F3FAY Ay
without you!

Letter to Monkton
Dear All

| work for Kent County Council, at the Walmer Centre. In April 2013, a colleague and |
started a nature study session. Since coming to Monkton, our Service Users have developed
more interest in the wonders of nature, and the things we all take for granted! The session
has now expanded and a second group now attend. We hope to encourage less able-bodied
and wheelchair users in the future.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and volunteers at Monkton, for the
warm welcome we have received.

Some of our more reserved Service Users have developed in a way we could not have
imagined before. Monkton has re-sparked the interest in many of our staff, who are now
taking snaps on their mobile phones of different fungi and plants!

LiQa | -apXrdm all 32 Dosier/Deal Community Day Service Walmer Centre.
Thank you all.

Victor Wilson, Community Support Worker
2 December 2013

How are we doing?

Please, please, let us know what you think of the newsletter! Is it too long,

too short or just right? Would you like more pictures? Is there anything
GSONBE y2i O20SNAyYy3IK lff FSSRol O]
suggestions and comments to us at contact@monkton-reserve.org.
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Membership

Thank you for your support by being a member of the Thanet Countryside Trust and to
those who have come along to the reserve to see all the exciting changes and improvements
that allow you to enjoy the area so much more.

We make no apology for reminding you that your membership fees are due shortly, so
please endeavour to send in your payment as soon as you can for 2014. Any extra donation
is welcome and can be noted on the renewal form. Remember that we can claim an extra
25% under the government Gift Aid scheme if you are a tax payer.

When completing your membership form please be sure to supply your email address if you
have one. We prefer to email the newsletter and any other communications if at all
possible, as postage costs are so high. We will of course continue to post the newsletter to
any members who do not have access to email.

The Trustees and Management Committee unanimously decided not to increase the
membership fees for 2014 so we would like you to consider not only your own renewal but
asking friends and/or other family members to also join. You will pay the same for next year
when there will be more benefits for members to enjoy, such as a free guided walk only for
members at a time when the orchid displays are at their best; also members will not have to
pay the full rates for any of the astronomy events which are proving to be very popular.

Remember as a member you are welcome to use the kitchen facilities in the Field Study
Centre for your teas and coffees when visiting us.

Burn off that Xmas pud!

Come and join us for a guided walk and
burn off those xmas calories

{

Friday 27" December and Saturday 28"
December at 1pm

Free to members; non-members entry fee plus
£1 per person or £2 per family

11
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Monkton Nature Reserve flying insects Wordsearch
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See if you can find these flying insects in the grid ¢ they can all be found at Monkton Nature
Reserve too! Answers will be posted on our Facebook page: Monkton Nature Reserve
Official site.

ant bee beetle bumblebee
dragonfly fly hoverfly ladybird
hornet moth wasp
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Loppers and secateurs

Plant labels

Plants for the plant stall

Wheelbarrows (solid wheels if possible)
Petrol plant shredder

Bird seed and fat balls

Building materials

Black-out curtains for the museum

= =4 -8 -4 -8 _a_a_2

If you can help please call Dave, Sam or John or just drop them in.




